Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 




fK-/ifc 



iu.^ *-' 



^ 



C^y^^//^ //>£ 





^ HODGES'S 

No. 3, HTGfl^ STREET, BRISTOL, 

Consisting of several thousand volumes of Standard 
Works in every class of Literature ; to which are 
added all new Puhlications of merit as soon as 
they appear. 

fHE RB/^E»IINQ ROOM 

Is supplied with the London Morning Papers on the day of 
publicaiionf the Evening Papers on the following morning, 
the Bristol and other Provincial Papers, as well as the 
leading Periodical Puhlications. 

'^exm^ of ^uibjicdption : 



LIBRABY, 

12 Mouths £1 1 

6 " 16 

3 " 10 6 

1 « 5 

1 Week 2 6 



RBADINO ROOM. 

12 Months £1 10 

6 " 1 

3 " 15 

1 " 7 

1 Week 2 






6 
6 



LIBRARY AND READOrO ROOM. 

12 Months £2 

6 " 1 8 

3 " 18 6 

1 « 8 6 

IWeek 3 6 



PRINTING, BOOKBINDINC, A.e., PROMPTLY AND 
NEATLY EXECUTED. 

Fancy Stationery, Prints, Draimng Materials, Genuine Patent 
Medicines, Stamps, Pocket Books, Albums, Scrap Books, 4rc. 

▲OGOUZTT BOOKS RULED AND BOUVD TO ANT PATTBRV ON THE 

PATENT PBINCIPLB. 





n 




/ 



_ ■; I 






^l?/^^Ci^^ 



4 



. itn^d^ if 



XL£ 



f'H Ir^^ 



p 



kii 



1 



A. /. R. fhJd, t^^h d OnvUfA^ 



Mm /, lp<i 



. J 



\ I 



«V 



^-S- - . 



I 

t 

1 



■ 



" . • 



[ 



I 



n 



i 



• 



' 



i 

» 



^ 



JOURNEY 



INTO 



NORTH WALES, 



t . < 



■' * • * ,. 






^: 



*-« 



"1 



yi^i»*L v,;^-*-, *tj_ iK^ Lv-L, 



' Air-^ 



acT^tH/n/^^ 







J 



a>iar^ of a '^ornntj^ 



INTO 



NORTH WALES, 

IN THE YEAR 1774; 
BY 

SAMUEL JOHNSON, LL.D. 



edited, with illustrative notes^ 
By R. DUPPA, LL. B. 



SARRISTEIt AT LAW. 



a=aB 



LONDON: 
PRINTED FOR ROBERT JENNINGS, 2, POULTRY, 

Vt JAM£S MOVES, OREVILLE STREGT* 



KI.DCCC.XVI. 



Jj 



I 

,1 



^ 



TO 



EDWARD SWINBURNE, Ese- 



From' an uninterrupted intimacy of 
nearly twenty years, I claim the privi* 
lege of dedicating these pages to you, 

Dr. Johnson, for his moral and' ethical 
writings, has been too long celebrated, 
to give his name any additional claim to 
your attention : but when you read his 
comparison of the beauties of Hawke* 
stone and Ham, you will perceive, 
perhaps for the first time, that he was 
equally interested in those beauties of 
nature which have so often delighted you,' 
and which you have so often exquisitely 
represented. 



in DEDICATIOK. 

c. 

This fragment, as a literary curiosity, 
I h()pe ^iU not disappoint you ; for 
9lthough it may not contain any striking 
and important facts, or luminous pasr 
aages of iine writing, it cannpt be unin- 
ter^Qg to know how the fnind of such 

' ■ 

^ m^ fis Johnson received new impres** 
sions, or contemplated for the first time, 
scenes and occupations unknown to hint 
before. 

Accept, therefore, this gift from one 
who has great pleasure in subscribing 
himself 

Your sincere friend. 
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Lin'coXk's Iwsr, 


R. DUPPA/ 


S^pt. 16, 1816^ 
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PREFACE^ 



To publish whatever has fallen from the 
pen of a celebrated aathwy has been 
reckoned among the vices of oar time ; bat 
those who admire great or extraordinaiy 
qualities, have also a desire to know the 
individaal to whom they belong, and to 
bare his likeness, iand h.is portrait, as if he 
were one of ourselves* 

This Journal of Dr. Johnson exhibits 
bis miod when he was alone, when no one 
was looking on, and when no one was expects 
ed to adopt his thoughts, or to be infinenced 
by them : in this respect, it differs from the 
f3onvers»Uons and anecdotes already pub* 
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lished: it has also another value, highly 
interesting, it shews how his mind was 
influenced by* the impression of external 
things, and in what way he recorded those 
facts, which he laid up for future reflection. 

• His " Journey to the Western . Islands of 
{Scotland,'* w.as probably composed from a 
diary not more ample : for of that work he 
says, ^^ I deal more in notions than -in: 
facts :" and tliia is the general- character. (^ 
bis mind ; though when Boswell expressed 
a fear, lest his journal should be enccim-* 
bered with too many minute particulars, he 
said, 'f There is nothing, sir, too little for 
so little a creature as man. It is by study- 
ing .little things, that we attain the. great art 
of having, as little misery, and as much 
happiness, as possible/' 

' Dr. Johnson commenced his journey into 
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Wales, July 5, 1774, in company vfith Mr. 
and Mrs. Thrale, and their daughter, now 
Lady Keith, and returned August 25. 

On the same morning that he left 
Streaitham, he wrote a letter to his friend, 
Beniiet Langton, in which he informs him 
of this excursion, and of the state of his 
health. 

" I have just begun to print my Journey 
to the Hebrides, and am leaving the press, 
to take another journey into Wales, whither 
Mr. Thraleis going, to take possesion of at 
least five hundred a year, fallen to his 
lady. 

" I have never recovered from the last 
dreadful illness, but flatter myself that I 
grow better : much^' however, yet remaim 
to mend/' 

• In the prosecution of this tour, whatever 
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wad bis own gratificfitionqr d jaappointment; 
he Appeurs but little to have gratified the 
curiosity of others; for Boswell says, ** J 
i}o :not find that be kept any journal, or 
, poles of what he saw in his to4ir in Wales-' 
All that I beard him say of it was, tbat 
instead of bleak and barren mountains, there 
were green and fertile ones ; and that one. 
of the qastles in Wales would contain all 
\he castles that be bad seen. in. Scotland/' 

Tbis Plary, which is now for the first 
time presented to the public, will fill up 
that chasm in the Life of Johnson, which 
his biographer was unable to supply. 

For its authenticity, I will pledge myself: 
but if there should be any who are desirous 
to gratify their curiosity, or to satisfy theif 
judgment, the original MS. in the hand« 
^vriting of Dr. Johnson, is in the possession 
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of the publisher, where it may at any time 
be seen. 

The Editor acknowledges his obligation 
to Mrs. Piozziy for her kind assistance 
in explaining many facts in this Diary, 
which could not otherwise have been 
understood^ 
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We left Streatham * 1 1 a. m. Stieaiham, 

• * 

Price of 4 horses 9^. a mile. 



* A village in Sarry about six miles from 
XiOQclQa; the residency of Mr* Thrale, 
Puriog the life of Mr. Thrale, his house 

B 
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Barnet. 



Lichfield. 



6. 

Barnet 1 . 4(X'. p^ ij^ 

On the road I read Tully's Epistles. 

At night at Dunstable. 

To Xieijififia, 4)3 m^l^s* 

To the S wan \ 



was the resort of the most eminent and 
distinguished characters, of his time. Here 
Johnson was domesticated^ and Garrick^ 
and Goldsmith^ and Burke, and Sir Joshua 
Reynolds, were often found. 

^ When ^ this place Mts* Thi:^j& ^ves 
an anecdote of Johnson, to shew his minnte 
attention to things which might reasonably 
hatr^ been supposed^out^ of the |€Hige of his 
observation. ^' When I came d^wa^ t^ 
breakfast at the inn, my dress did- aei 
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7. 



To the Cathedral. 



please him, and he made me alter it 
entirely before he would slix a step with 
it» about the toitp> saying awMt satirical 
^Dgs duieenikig the afipearaKice I laadie 
in a ridiog-babift ; and addiag, ' Ti» Tery 
atfange ihiM. wadoi eyes as yours cannot 
discern pfOpriety of dicss : if I had a sight 
only faailf oi gocid, I think i sbonld tee to 
thie eemie;' " 

Johaao* kas' cMtitriired to intvoduee tbie 
cily of IJdtfield kita' bi» Dictionary of tiie 
English Language^ from its having been 
the place of his birth. '^ lAchfield, thd 
field of the dead, a city in Staffordshire, so 
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To Mrs. Porter's ^ 
To Mrs. Aston s*. 



named from martyred Christians^ Salve 
magna parens.^ , 

« Mrs. Lucy: Porter. A step-daughter 
to Dr. Johnson. Her brother^ a captain 
in the navy, had left her a fortune of : ten 
thousand pQunds;: about a third of .^hicb 
she laid out in building a stately house, 
and making :a handsome garden, : in an 
elevated situation in Lichfield. Johnson, 
ivben he visited Lichfield alone, lived at her 
house. She reverencied him^ and he liad a 
parental tenderness for her. Appendiool, 

' Mrs. Elizabeth Aston. A daughter of 
Sir Thomas Aston. ' She lived at Stow Hill, 
an eminence adjoining to Lichfield. Jpp* 2. 
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To Mr. Green s*. 
Mr. Green s Museum was much 
admired, and 
Mr. Newton's^ china. 



* Mr. Richard Green was an apothecary, 

and related to Dr. Johnson.- He had a 

• . • • « , - - 

considerable collection of antiquities, nar 

« 

tural curiosities, and; ingenious works of 
art. He had all the articles accurately 
arranged^ with their names upon labels, 
and on the staircase leading to it was a 
board, with the names of contributors mark** 
ed in gold letters. A printed catalogue 
of the collection was to be had at a book- 
seller's. 

' Mr. Newton was a gentleman, long 
resident Jn Lichfield, who had acquired 
a large fortune in the East Indies. 
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e. 



To Mr. Newton's. To Mre, 
Cobb's «. 



■y^"^— I ■■ ■ I ■ » 



• Mrs. Cobb was a widow lady who lived 
at a place called the Friary, close to Lichfield. 
iShe was a great admirer of Johnson, though 
it would seem, if Miss Seward^s statement 
be correct, he had but little admiration for 
her. ^ Mrs. Cobb knows nothing, has 
read nothing; and where nothing is put 
into the brain, nothing can come out of it 
to any purpose of rational entertainment." 
Miss Seward, however, observes, that 
although she was illiterate, her understand- 
ing was strong, her perceptipns quick, h&r 
wit shrewd, comic, saro^tic, and original* 
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Dr. Darwin's^. I went again to 
Mrs. Aston's. She was very sony 
to part 



^ Dr. Erasmus Darwin ; at this time he 
lived at Lichfield, where he had practiced 
as a Pbjrsioian from the year 1756, and did 
Hot settle at Derby tiU after his second 
marriage with Mrs. Pool, in the year 1781* 

Miss Seward says, that although Dr* 
Johnson visited Lichfield while Dr» Darwin 
lived there, they bad only one oi: two 
interviews, and never afterwards sought 
each other. Mutual and strong dislike 
subsisted between them; Dr. Darwin died 
April 18, 1802, in the sixty-ninth year of 
his age. 
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9. 

Breakfasted at Mr. Garrick's*, 
Visited Miss Vyse*". 



* This.gentleman was Mr. Peter Garrick^ 
brother to David Garrick, andbore a striking 
resemblance to him. Johnson speaking of 
him to Boswell says: "Sir, I don't know 
but if Peter had cultivated all the arts of 
gaiety as much as David has done, be might 
have been as brisk and lively. Depend 
upon it/ sir, vivacity is much an art, : and 
depends -greatly on baWt." . . 

^ A daughter of the Rev. Arch-Deacon 
Vyse, of the Diocese of Lichfield and 
Coventry, 
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Miss Seward^ 
Went to Dr. Taylor's". 
I read a little on the road in 
Tally's Epistles and Martial. 



m i i 



' Miss Seward was the daughter of the 
Rev. Thomas Seward, Canon-Residentiary 
of the Cathedral of L'ichfield. Six volunnes 
of letters by this lady, published since 
her death, have put the public in full 
possession^ of the kind of intimacy, or 
friendship which subsisted between her 
and Dr. Johnson. 

" Dr. Taylor of Ashbourne in Derbyshire. 
Dr. Johnson's old friend and schoolfellow ; 
of whom he said, — " He isbetter acquainted 
Vrith-my heart than any man or woman now 
living.'* Aff, 5. 
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Mart. 8tb, 44, lino [»x> limo ""^ 



10. 



Morning, at Church* Company 
at dinn^, 

11. 

Ham. At Ham. At Oakover. I was 

less pleased with Ham than when 



** The verse in Martial is 
^' Deflaat, et lento splendescat turbida limob'^ 

The epigram is addressed to Flaccus^and 
in the common editions of Martial it has 
the number 45, and not 44« . 
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I saw it first, but my friends were 
much delighted ^ 

* Ham is the celebrated residence of Mr. 
Porte at the entrance of Dovedale. N<)t- 
withstanding Johnson was less pleased with 
his second risit to Ham than the firsts yet 
lie hai in Ihis diary given very ample proof 
that he enjoyed its beauties. 

In July, 1777> Dr. Johnson took Boswell 
Id see this place, which would seem to be 
the thtni time, at least, that he had beea 
there ; and this is the account Boswell gives 
of the visit. '^ I recollect a very fine 
amphitheatre, surrounded with hills, go* 
vered with woods, and walks neatly 
formed along the side of a rocky steep, on 
the quarter next the house, with recesses 



13 A JOURNEY INTO 



12. 

• _ 

ChaUwortb. At Chatsworth. The Water wil- 

low. The cascade, shot out from 



junder projections of rook, overshadowed 
with trees ; in ,one of which recesses, we 
were told, Congreve c wrote his " .Old 
iBachelor." We viewed, a. remarkable 
natfiral curiosityvat Ham ; two rivers burst- 
ing near each.'othe^ from the rock, not from 
immediate springs, but. after having run 
Sot many jniJes under ground. Plott, in 
his " History of Staffordshire,'* gives an 
account of ..this curiosity; but Johnson 
\would not believe it, though we had the 
attestation .of the gardener, who said, he 
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many ispouts. . The fountains. The 
water tree. The smooth floors in 
the highest rooms. . Atlas, ^fifteeQ 
liietnds . inch and halff. 

Kiver running through the park. 
The porticoes on the sides support 
two galleries for the first floor. 



had put in corks, where the river Manyfold 
sinks into the ground, and had catched 

r 

them in a net, placed before one of the 
openings where the water bursts out. 

p This was a race-horse, which was verjr 
handsome and very gentle, and attracted 
so much of Dr.* Johnson's attention^ that 
he said ; '^ of all th^ Duke's possessions^ I 
like Atlas best.'' 
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lily friends ivece not struck with 
t&e house. It fell below my ideas 
of the furaiture. The staircase is 
in the corner of (be house. ^ The 
Hail in the corner, the grandest 
roomy thooj^ only a rooai of pas- 
sage. 

On the ground-floor, only the 
chapel and the breakfast-room, and 
a small library ;. the rest, servants' 
rooms and offices \ 

A bad Inn. 



« Tbi» is the second time Jdifisoo^ hud 
Visited Chatswortb. He saw it, !NW. %$, 
1772; and in a letter to Mrs^. Tbjfdle he 
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13. 



At Matlock. 



14. 



At dinner at Oakover; too deaf Oakover. 



mjfWp, ^ Ghatevortiii 'n at i;«iy fine boase. I 
witikynm, had licea mih imt ta see u;,fQK 
^n, as laa axe aj^^ to want auUrter of talk, 
wc' shiNtlA ha?e gaia«d somethui^. n^w to 
talfa. OIL llhej( cQiDplimentad ida mth 
playing the fountai% aad opaaiag. tba 
C9scade« But I am of my friend's opinion, 
th^t. wh^n one has seen the ocean, cascades 
aca baft little things.** 
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to bear, or much converse ' . Mrs. 
Cell. 

The chapel at Oakover*. The 
wood of the pews grossly painted. 
I could not read the epitaph. 
Would learn the old hands. 



, ' Dr. Johnson's hearing was very defec- 
tive^ add a cold made him too deaf to enjoy 
society. ' In a letter to Mrs. Thrale, ';Sept; 
14, 1773, he says, ^* I have a cold, and am 
iniserably deaf:'' and on the 21st he says, 
'' I am now too deaf to. take the usual 
J>leasttre in conversation." 

" This chapel is at Burleydam in 
Cheshire, close to Combermere, built by 
Sir Lynch Salusbury Cotton, Mrs. Thraleli 
uncle. 
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15. 

At Ashbourh. Mrs. Diot and AsLboum: 
her daughters came in the morning.. 
Mrs. Diot dined with us. We 
visited Mr. Flint 

To w^tflop M*fpofy rl K %^1fpo» iTaiv "EfaciMf, 



* " From the Muses^ Sir Thomas More 
bore away the first crown, Erasmus the 
second, and Micyllns has the third." 

Jacobus Micyllns ; whose real name was 
Melcher, died 1558, aged 55. In the MS. 
Johnson has introduced ^pit bjr the side of 
uKBf, as if he were doubtful whether that 
tense ought not to have been adopted.. 

G 
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16. 

Dovedide* At Dovedale, with Mr. Langley 

and Mr. flint It is a place that 

deserves a visit ; but did not answer 

my expectation. The river is small^ 

tlie rocks are grand. Reynard's 

Hall is a cave very high in the 

rock; it goes backward several 

yardsj perhaps eight. To the left 

> 

is a small opening, through which I 
crept^ and fouad another cavern, 
perhaps four yards square; at the 
back was a breach yet smaller, 
which I could not easily have 
ent^ed, ; and, wanting li^t, did not 
inspect 
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I was in a cave yet higher, 
called Reynbrd^s Kitchen. Ther^ 
is a rock called the Church, in 
which I saw no resemblance that 
could justify the name ". 

Dovedale is about two miles 
loi^g. We walkcid tbwards the head 
of the Dove, which is said to rise 
about five miles above two caves 
called the Dog-holes, at the foot oi 
Dovedale. 

In one plac^ where the rpcks 



> This rock h supposed rudely to resem- 
ble a tower ; hence, it has been called the 
Church. 
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approached, I proposed to build 
an arcti from, rock to rock over 
the streaih, with a summer-house 
upon it. 

The water murmured pleasantly 
among the stones. 

I thought that the heat and 
exercise mended my hearing. I 
bore the fatigue of the walk, which 
was very labpriouSi without incon- 
venience. 

There were with us Gilpin'' and 



^ Mr. Gilpin was an accomplished youth, 
at this time an undergraduate at Oxford. 
His father was a silversmith in London. 
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Parker*. Having heard of this 
place before, I had formed some 
imperfect idea, to which it did 
not answer. Brown says he was 
disappointed. . I certainly expected 

« 

a large river where I found only 
a clear quick brook. I believe I 
had imaged a valley enclosed by 
rocks, and terminated by a broad 
expanse of water. 

He that has seen Dovedale has 
no need to visit the Highlands'^. 



. ^ John Parker, of Browosholme, in Lan- 
cashire, Esq. 

y Mr. Whateley^ who visited Dovedale at 
this time, has given a finished description 
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In the afternoon we visited old 
Mrs. Dale ^ 

17. 

Sunday morning, at church— KaS-. 
Afternoon^ at Mn Diot's. 

Dined at Mr. Cell's*. 

of it, and he felt the beaQties of nature, and 
described them better, than any author I 
ain acquainted with. See App. 4« 

> Mrs. Dale was at this time 93 years of 
age. 

* Mr. Gell, of Hopton Hall, a short dis- 
tance from Carsington, in Derbyshire ; tb^ 
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We went to Kedleston *" to see Kedleston. 
Lord Scarsdale's nevir. house, which 
is very costly, but ill contrived. 



Father of Sir William Gell, well known 
for bis topography of Troy, and other 
literary works; born 1775. "July 12> 
1775, Mr, Gell is now rejoicing, at fifty- 
seven^ for the birth of an heir-male.''-^ Dr. 
Johnson to Mrs. Thrale, . 

* In the year 1777 Dr. Johnson and 
Boswell visited Kedleston together : and it 
is interesting to compare BoswelFs account 
with this which is written by Johnson 



z' 
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The Hall is very stately, lighted by 
three skylights ; it has two rows of 
marble pillars, dug, as I hear from 
lADgley, in a quarry of Northamp- 



himself when he visited it three years before 
that time. 

" Friday, September 19, after breakfast, 
Dr. Johnson and I set out in Dr. Taylor's 
chaise to go to Derby. The day was fine, 
and we resolved to go by Kedleston, the 
seat of Lord Scarsdale, that I might see 
his Lordship's fine house. I was stmck 
with the magnificence of the building; and 
the extensive park, with the finest verdure, 
covered with deer, and cattle, and sheep, 
delighted me. The number of old oaks, of 
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tonshire ; the pillars are very large 
and massyi and take up too 
much room ; they were better 
away. Behind the Hall is a circular 



- ^ 



an immense size, filled me with a sort of 
respectfal admiration : for one of them 
sixty pounds was offered. The excellent 
smooth gravel roads ; the large piece of 
water formed by his Lordship from some 
small brooks, with a handsome barge upon 
it ; the venerable Gotbick church, now the 
family chapel, just by the house ; in short, 
the grand group of objects agitated and 
distended my mind in a most agreeable 
manner. '' One should think (said I) that 
the proprietor of all this mu$t be happy .**— 
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saloon, useless^ and therefore ill. 
contrived. 

The corridors that join the wingi. 
to the body are mere passages 



** Nay, sir, (said JobnsoD,) all this excludes 
but one evil — poverty/* 

'^ Our names were sent up, and a well* 
drest elderly housekeeper, a most distinct 
articulator, shewed us the house* Dr. John- 
son thought better of it to-day, than when he 
saw it before* ; for he had lately attacked it 
violently, saying, " It would do excellently 
for a town-hall. The large room with the 
pillars (said he) would do for the Judges to 



* This relates to the time when this Diary was 
made.* - * ' 
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through segments of circles. The 
state bedchamber was very richly 
furnished. The dining parlour was 
more splendid with gilt plate than 



sit id at the assizes ; the circular room for a 
jfiry-chainber ; and the room above for 
prisoners/' Still he thought the large room 
ill lighted^ and of no use but for daaciag in ; 
and the bed-chambers but indifferent rooms ; 
and that the immense sum which it cost 
was injudiciously laid out. Dr. Taylor had 
put'him in mind of his appearing pleased 
with the house. ** But (said he) that was 
when Lord Scarsdale was present. Polite- 
ness obliges us to appear pleased with a 
man's works when he is present. No man 
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any that I have seen. There were 
many pictures. The grandeur was 
all below. The bedchambers ' were 
small/ low, dark, and fitter for a 



will be so ill bred as tO:qneslion you. You 
may therefore pay,vcomplinients without 
saying what is not true. I should say to 
Lord Scarsdale of his large room^ ' My 
Lord; this is the most costly room that I 
ever saw;' which is true." 

Dr. ManDinghani; physician in London^ 
who was visiting at Lord Scarsdale's, 
accompanied; us through many of the 
rooms, and soon afterwards my Lord him- 
self, to whom Dr. Johnson was known, 
appeared, and did the honours of the house^ 
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prison than a house of splendour. 
The kitchen has an^ opening into 
the gallery, by which. its heat and 
its fumes are dispersed over : the 
house. There seemed in the whole 
more cost than judgment. 



We talked of Mr. Langton^ Johnson, with 
a warm vehemence of regard, exclaimed, 
^* The earth does not bear a worthier man 
than Beonet Langton.'^ We saw a good 
many fine pictures.— -We were shown a 
pretty large library. In his Lordship's 
dressing-room lay Johnson's small Diction- 
ary : he shewed it to me with some eager- 
ness, saying, '' Look'ye ! Qua regio in term 
noUri non plena laboris.** He observed. 
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Derby, We went then to the silk mill at 
Derby, where I remarked a parti- 
cular manner of propagating motion 
from a horizontal to a vertical 
wheel. 

We were desired to leave the men 
only two shillings. Mr. Thrale's 
bill at the inn for dinner was 
eighteen shillings and tenpence. 

At night I went to Mr. Langley^s. 
Mrs. Wood's. Captain Astle, &c. 



also, Goldsmith's " Animated Nature ;'* and 
said, " Here's our friend ! The poor 
Doctor would have been happy to hear of 
this." 
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20. 

We left Ashboum and went to Buxton. 
JSuxton, thence to Pool's Hole, 
M^bich is narrow at first, but tbeh 
rises into a high arch ; but is so 
obstructed with crags^ that it is 
difficult to widk in it. There are 
two ways to the end, which is, 
they say, six hundred and fifty 
yards firom the mouth. They take 
passragers up the higher way, and 
bring them back the lower. The 
higher way was so difficult and 
dangerous, that, having tried it, 
I desisted* I found no level 
part. 
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Macclesfield. At night we came to Maccles^ 

field, a very large town in Cheshire^ 
little known. . It has a silk mill : it 

« 

has a handsome church, whicb^ 
however, is but a chapel, for the 
town belongs to some parish of 
another name"", as Stourbridge 
lately did to Old Swinford. 

Macclesfield has a town-hall, and 
is, I suppose, a corporate town'. 



« The parish of Prestbuiy. 

^ The CorporatioQ coosists of twenty* 
four aldermen, and has such rights and 
privileges as commonly appertain to cor- 
porate towns* 
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We came to Congleton, where 
there is likewise a silk mill. Then 
to jMiddlewich, a meah old town^ 
without any manufacture, . but, I 
4hink, a Corporation. Thence we 
. proceeded to Namptwicb^f an old 
;. Jiown; from the Inn, I saw scarcely 
> any but black timber houses. I 
tasted the brine water, which con- 
tains much more salt than the sea 
water**. By slow evaporation, they 



i.^ I A 



CoDgleton. 



Middlewich. 



Namptwich. 



• *• Sea water, in its natural state, is but a^ 
weak'brine^ but its saltness varies indifferent 
seas, and at different depths. In the Baltic,' 
the proportion of common 'salt, and ether' 
saline ingredients, to the water inwhichit' 

D 
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make large crystals of salt; by 
quick hoilingy small gmnuta^ns; 
It seemed to have no other pi'e- 
paration. 



-T^— *<>»«>■ »> I » . ■ J t » U 



is held in solution^ is as one to forty ; in the 
British Channel, as one to thirty; and at a 
great depth near the Eqaator, as one to 
twenty^three : but the average Qiay be 
estimated as one to twenty-eight. The 
brine in our salt works undergoes, a pro- 
cess which is called graduation, by which 
its strengthls greatly "increasedrbeTbre^it 
i» submitted to evaporation* The colour 
of salt ought to be of a delicate bine* 
whiteness; any approach to yellow shews, 
that the brine has been eontaminated by. 
the presence of iron. 



At eveiHog we came to Combdr^ Combennere. 
merely so called from a wide lake^ 



We went up the Mere. I pulled 
n bulrudh of about ten feet*. I 



^ At this time the seat of Sir Lynch 
Salusbury Cotton, now, of Lord Comber* 
mere, his grandson, from which place he 
takes his title. It is situated in Cheshire^ 
tweaty^w^ soiles from Sh^rewsbory. 

« Great Cat^-tail, or Reed-mace. The 
Typha laHfolia of Linneus.-— ^Sfe Ciasse$ and 
Orders oflAnnaus, vol, ill. p. 434. 



I > 
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ft 

saw no convenient boats upon ihe 
M<!re,. 



23^ 



Shavington. We vbited. Lord Kilmorey's 

bouae. It is large and convenient^ 
with many rooms, none of wluch 
are magnificently spacious ^« The 
furniture was not splendid, the 



^ This house^ which is called Shavingtofl 
Hail, is in Shropshire, twenty-one miles 
from Shrewsbury, and, like Wrottesley 
Hall in ihe adjoining county, is said 



^- 
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bed-curtajns Were guarded. Lord 
Kilmorey shewed the place with 
too much exultation. He has no 
Parky and little water. 



S4. 

We went to a chapel, built by 

Sir Lynch Cotton for hb tenants. 

* . ... 

It is consecrated, and therefore, I 

suppQse, endowed. It is neat and 
plain* The communion plate is 

to have as many windows, doors, and 
ebimnies, as correspond in number to 

the days, weeks, and months, in a 

* 
year. 
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handsome. It has iron pales, tod 
gates of great elegance, brought 
from Lleweney, ^* for Robert has 
laid all open*." 
Hawkestone. We saw Hawkestone, the seat of 

Sir Rowland Hill'', and were con- 
ducted by Miss Hill over a large 
tract of rocks and woods ; a region 



^ This remark has reference to family 
conversation. Robert was the eldest son 
of Sic Lynch Salusbury Cotton, and lived 
at Lleweney at this time. 

^ Now belonging to Sir John Hill> Bart., 
father of Lord Hill. It is twelve miles 
from Shrewsbury. 
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jtbouoding with Striking scenes land 
terrific grandeur. We were alwaya 
On the brink of a precipice, or at 
the foot of a lofty rock; but the 
steeps were seldom naked : in many 
places, Oaks of uncommon magni' 
tude shot up fiom the crannies of 
stone; and where tbwe were no 
trees, there were underwoods and 
bushes. 

Round the rocks is a narrow 
path cut upon the stone, which is 
very frequently hewn into steps ; 
but art has proceeded no further 
than to make the succession of 
wonders safely accessible. The 
whole circuit is somewhat labo* 



\ 



V 
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rious ; it is terminated by a grotta 
cut in. the rock to a great extent^ 
with many windings, and supported 
by pillars, not l)ewn into regularity! 
but such as imitate the spots of 
nature, by asperities and protubert 
ances. 

_ to 

The place is without any darnp^ 
Qess, and would afford an habitation 
not uncomfortable. There werQ 
from space to space seats cut out 
in the rock. Though it wants 
water, it excels ^ Dovedale by the 
extent of its prospects, the awfuU 
ness of its shades, the horrors of 
its precipices, the • verdure of it? 
hollows, and the ^ loftiness of iti^ 
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tX3cks; the ideas which it forces 
upon the mind are, the sublime, 
the dreadful, and the vast Above 
is inaccessible altitude, below is 
horrible profundity. But it excels 
the garden of Ham only in extent. : 

Ham has grandeur, tempered with 
softness; the walker congratulates 
his own arrival at the place, and 
is grieved to think be must ever 
teave it. As he looks up to the 
rocks, his thoughts are elevated ; 
as be turns bis eyes on the vaUies> 
be is composed and soothed. 

He that ipounts the precipices 
at HawkQs};one, wonders bo\^' ' be 
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came thither, and doubts how be 
shall return* His walk is an 
adventure, and his departure an 
escape. He has not the tran* 
quillity, but the hottors, of soli* 
tude ; a kind of turbulent pleasure, 
between fright and admiration* 

Ham is the fit abode of pastoral 
virtue, and might properly diffuse 
its shades over Nymphs and Swains* 
Hawkestone can have no fitter intuh 
bitants than giants of mighty bone 
and bold emprise'; men of lawless 



^ Paradise Lost, book xi. v. 649. 
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cOamge and heroic violence. Hawke- 
^ne should be described by Milton, 
and Ham by Parnel". 



■* It ought to be remembered, that John- 
son has already said that he was less pleased 
with 11am on this second visit than when 
he first saw it; and yet, in 1777, three 
years subsequent to the tiOde when this 
account was written, he still continued to 
have the same admiration for its beauties : 
and what Boswell says upon this subject^ 
is the more interesting, as he was wholly 
ignoraqt of the existence of this diary, 
which was tvritten in 1774. 

" Dr. Johnson obligingly proposed to 
carry me to see Ham, a romantic scene, 
now belonging to a family of the name. of 
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Miss Hill shewed the whole.^ 
9uccessioD of wonders with great 
civility. The. house was magni-. 
ficent, compared with the rank of 
the owner. 



Porte, but formerly the seat of the Con« 
greyes. Johnson described it distinctly and 
vividly^ at which I could not but express to 
bim my wonder ; because^ though my eyes^ 
as be observed, were better than his, I could, 
not by any means equal him in representing 
visible objects. I said, the difference be-, 
tween us in this respect was as that between 
a man who has a bad instrument, but play» 
well on it, and a man who has a good 
instrument, on which be can play very 
imperfectly." 
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26. 

We left Combermere/ where 
we have been treated with great 
civility. 

The house is spacious, but not 

magnificent ; built at. different times, 

with different materials ; part is of 

timber, part of stone or brick, 

plastered and painted to look like 

timber. It is the best house that 

I ever saw of that kind* 

The Mere, or Lake, is. large, 

; with a small island, on which 

. there is a summer-house, shaded 
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with great trees ; some, were hollow, 
and have seats in their trunks''. 
Chester. In the afternoon we came to 

West^ Chester ; (my father went 
to the fair, wh^i I had the small* 
pox). We walked round the walla^ 
which are complea^ and contain 
one mile three quarters, and one 



^ Cpmbermere stands on the site of an 
old Abbey of Benedictine Monks, which 
was founded 1133; and, about the year 
1540y at the dissolution of the monasteries, 
was granted, with a great part of the estates 
of the Abbey, to George Cotton, Esq., an 
ancestor of the present Lord Combermere. 
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hundred and one yards; within 
them are many gardens: they are 
very high, and two may walk very 
eommodiously side by side. On 
the ininde is a rail, Ther§ are 
towers from space to spacej not 
very frequent, . imd, I think, not 
all compleat 

■ III ■ ■ 

The librar}', which is forty feet by twenty- 
seven, is supposed to have been the refec- 
tory. The Lake, or Mere, is about three 
quarters of a mile long, but of no great 
width ; it is skirted with woods, and from 
some situations it has the appearance of a 
riv^* 
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' We staid at Chester and saw* 
the Cathedral^ which is not of the . 
first rank. The Castle. In one of 
the rooms the Assizes are held, and 
the refectory of the Old Abbeys of 
which part is a grammar schooL - 
The master seemed glad to see me. 
The cloister i^ very solemn ; over it 
are chambers in which the singing 
men live. 

Ixx one part of the street was u 
subterranean arch^ very strongly 
built ; in another, what they called^ 
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I believe rightly, a Roman hypo* 
caust"". 
Chester has many curiosities; 



28. 

We entered Wales, dined at ^^«W, 
Mold', and <;ame to Lleweney'". 



• See App. 5, 

' Mold is a ^mail market town, consist* 
iDg principally of one long and wide street* 

« Lleweney Hall, as I have already ob- 
served, was the residence of Robert Cotton, 
E^» Mrs. Thrnle's cousin german^ Here 
Mr. and Mrs. Thrale and Pr. Johnsoi^ 
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29. ■ 

Lleweney. We were at Llew^eney. 

In the lawn at Lleweney is a 
spring of fine wat^r, which rises 
above the surface into a stone 



Btf^MM^brf»a*«rt^^^MiM^»MV^MlftiA4«li4lAi 



Staid' three weeks^ making yistts and 
short excursions in the neighbourhood 
and surrounding country. Pennant gives 
this description of its situation. /' Lleweney 
lies on a flat^ has most pleasing views of the 
mountains on each side of the vale^ and 
the town and castle of Denbigh form most 
capital objects at the distance of two miles." 
It now bdongs to Mr. Hughes of Kinmd^ 
who lately purchased it, with the estate, for 
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basin, from which it runs to waste, 

m a continual stream, through a 

|>ipe. 

^ There are very large trees* 
The Hall at Deweney is forty feet 

long, and twenty-eight broad. The 

gallery one hundred and twenty feet 
_ long, (all pave3.) The Library forty- 
two feet long, and twenty-eight 
^. . •. , • * . 

broad. The Dining-parlours thirty- 

a 

six feet long, and twenty-six broad. 
^. It is partly sashed, and partly 
^. . baa casements. 

30. 

• •..•• ■...,' . • « 

We went to B4d> y Graig, where BftchyGraig, 
we found an old house,, built 1567,^ 
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m an uncommon dnd incommodi-' 
ous form. My Mistress chattered 
about cleaning \ but I prevailed on 
her to go to the top^ The floors 
have been stolen : the windows are 
stopped. 

The house was less than I seemed 



'^ B&ch y Graig had been the residence 
of Mrs. Thrale's ancestors for several gene- 
rations ; bat her father did not live tbere> 
and it fell to decay, and on this visit 
Mrs. Thrale found it very dirty, particularly 
the stairs, and she req[uired some persuasion 
to go op, but was at last prevailed upon. 
My Mistreis^ was Johnson's familiar epithet 
for Mrs; Thrale. 
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to expect ; the river Clwy d is . a 
brook with a bridge of one arch, 
about one third of a mile. 

The woods have many trees, 
generally young; but some, which 
seem to decay*. They have been 



* From a letter to Mrs. Thrale, Sept. IS, 
J777^ Jobnsoa would seem to imply, that 
Wales had only these woods to attract the 
attention of a stranger. '^ Boswell wants 
to see Wales; but except the woods of 
jBdchy Graig, what is there io Wales, that 
can fill the hunger of ignorance, or quench 
the thirst of curiosity i'^ Had he been 
writing to Boswell, instead of Mrs. Thrale, 
be would probably have been told, that in 
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lopped. The house never had: ja 
garden^ The addition of another 
story would make an useful housci, 
but it caxinot be. great. Some build- 
ings which Clough, the founder^ 
intended for warehouses, woidd 
make store-chambers and servants' 
rooms*. The ground seems to be 
-good. I wish it well. « 






Scotland there was little else to make an 

■• . . . » 

impression on the traveller, but high bills, 
which, by constantly bounding the view, 

forced the mind to find entertainment for 

» 

itself^ in contemplating hopeless sterility^ 
or useless vegetation. 

^ Pennwt gi^es » desdiption pf thii 
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. . We went to cburch at St. Asapb. St. Asaph. 
The; Catheidra], though not larg^, 
has something of (}ignity and grigi- 
deur. The. cross laslte is very ishorf. 



house,, in a t^ur he Made lt>to North Wi^l^ 
in 178Q. 

'* Not; far frooi Dy merchion, lies . half 
J)aried in woods the sii>gulaF bouse of 
B^ch y Graig. It consists of a mansion 6f 
three sides, enclosing a square court. The 
first consists of a vast hall aud parlour : the 
jr^st.ofit rise^ into six wonderful stories^ 
including the cupola ; and forfns from the 
second floor the figure of a. pyramid ;. th^ 
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It has scarcely any monumentSt. 
The Quire has, I think, thirty-two 
stalls of antique workmanship* On 
the backs were Canonicus, Pee- 

BEND, CaNCELLARIUS, ThESAU- 

RARius, Prjecentor. The con^ 



rooms are small and inconvenient. The 
bricks are admirable,' and appear to have 
been made in Holland ; and the model of 
the house was probably brought from Flan^ 
ders, where this kind of building is not 
mnfrequent. It was built by Sir Richard 
Clough, an eminent merchant, in the reign 
of Queen Elizabeth. The initials of his 
name are in iron on the front, with the date 
1567, and on the gate- way 1569. 
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slitution I dp not know^ but it has 
all the usual titles and dignities. 
The service was sung only in the 
Paalms and Hymns. 

The Bishop was very civil'. We 
went to his palace, which is but 
mean. They have a library, and 
design a room. There lived lioydT 
and Dodwell. 



^ The Bishop at this time was Dr« Ship- 
ley, father lo the present Dean of St. Asaph. 
^Upon another occasion, when be. dined in 
Hcompany \vith Dr. Shipley, he said he was 
^knowing and convernble. Their difference in 
politics would hardly admit of more praise 
from Johnson. 

'^ Lloyd was raised to the See of St. 
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August 1. 

Denbigh. . We yisited Deobjgb, and th* 
remains of its Gaatle. 

Th6 Town consists of one nlain 
street, and some that cross it, ifhich 
I have not seen* The chief, streert 
ascends with a quick rise for a 



Asaph in 1680. He was one of the seven 
Bishops who were sent to the Tower^ in 
1688> for refusing to permit the publication 
of the royal declaration for liberty of con- 
science, and was a zealous promoter of th^ 
Revolution. He died Bishop of Worcester, 
August 30, 1717, at 91 years of age. 

Dodwell was a man of extensive I^aming, 
imd an intimate friend of Lloydj^ «nd. 
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.great length : the hoHses are built, 
some with rough stone, some with 
brick, and a few of timber. 

The Calbtle, with its whole enclo- 
sure, has been a prodigious pile ; it 
is now so ruined,- that the form of 
the inhabited part cannot easily be 
traced. 

There are, as in all old buildings. 



like him, a great friend to the Revolution. 
He also entertained religious opinions which 
were, for the greater part of his life, incon- 
venient to him: but when he became an 
old man, his reason prevailed over those 
scruples, which his skill in controversy, in 
^tbe vigour of bis life, had given more im- 
portance to than, they deserved. 
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said to be extensive vaults, wbieh 
the ruins of the upper works cover 
and conceal, but into which boys 
sometimes find a way. To clear all 
passages, . and trace the whole of 
what remains, would require much 
labour and expense. We saw a 
Church, which was once the Chapel 
of the Castle, but is used by the 

Town : it is dedicated to St Hilary, 
and has an income of about — 

At a small distance is the ruin of 

a Church said to have been begun by 

the great Earl of Leicester', and 



' B^ Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester, 
in 1579. He died Sept. 4, 1588. 
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kft unfinished at his death* One 

Bide, and I think the ea^t end, are 

, , yet standing. There was a stone in 

the wall, over the door-way, which 
! it was said would fall and crush the 

I best scholar in the diocese. One 

Price would not pass under it. 
They have taken it down. . 

We then saw the Chapel of 
Lleweney, founded by one of the 
Salusburies : it is very compleat : the 
xnonumental stones lie in the ground* 
A chimney has been added to it, but 
it is otherwise not much injured, and 
might be easily repaired'^. 



' The late Sir Robert Salusbury Cotton 
had no taste for antiquity of any kind ; and 



/ 



63 A'JOUANEY INTO 

Denbigh, We went to the parish Church of 
Denbigh, which, being near a mite 
from the town, is only used when 
, the parish officers are chosen. 

In the Chapel, on Sundays, the 
service is read thrice, the second 
time only in English, the first and 
third in Welsh. 

The Bishop came to survey the 
Castle, and visited likewise St. Hila- 
ry's Chapel, which is that which the 
town uses. The hay-bam, built with 



this Chapel was not regarded by him as 
being in any respect better than a barn, 
br fit for any other purpose; and the 
present proprietor applies it to that use. 



brick pUlans from space .to space/ 
and covered with a* roof. A more 
elegant and lofty Hovel* 

The rivers bere>^a^« mere torrents 
whicdi ara suddenly swelled . by the 
rain to great breadth and great 
'violence, but have very little con- 
stant stream ; such are the Clwyd 
and the Elwy*. [ There are yet no 

t I I ■ ■ I, : . . _;■ 

f • ■ . . , . . » . 

Ik . . . , I 

^ Here we see Johnson- simply describe 
ing the character of these -streams ; and tlK«- 
description is interesting when compared 
with a passage in his Journey to the 

• • • > 

Western- Islands/ where the same facts 
become important from the^ language iit 
l^ich they are given. 
" We passed many rivers and rivulets, 
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mountains. The ground is beouti^ 
fully embellished with woods^ and 
diversified with inequalities. 

In the parish church of Denbigh 
is a bas relief of Uoyd the antiquary^ 



which commonly ran with a clear shallow 
stream over a hard pebbly bottom. These 
channels, which seem so much wider than 
the water that they convey woald natarally 
require^ are formed by the violence of 
wintry fLoods, produced by the accumu^ 
lation of innumerable streams that fall in 
rainy weather from the hills, and burst* 
ing away with resistless impetuosity, make 
themselves a passage proportionate to their 
mass/^ 
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who was before Camden. He is 
ioeeling at his prayers*. • - 



2, 



We rode to a summer-house: 
of Mr. Cotton, .which has :a very, 
extensive prospect ; it is . mieaoly 
built, and unskilfully disposed \ 



» Humphry Llwyd was a native of Den- 
bigh, and practised there as a physician, 
and also represented the town in Parlia- 
ment. He died 1568, aged 41. 

^ This summer-house is in the grounds 
belonging to Lleweney, and their ride^to 
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Dymerchion. We went to Dymerchkm diurck', 

where the old elerk acknowledged 
his Mistress. It is the parish 
church of B4ch y Graig*. A 
mean fabric : Mr. Salusbury * was 
buried in it. Bach y Graig has 
fourteen seats in it. 



it was to see the prospect; the situation 
cominands a vcrj beci«tiftil yiew. 

« BymercbioD is three miles from St. 
Asaph. 

< B&ch y Graig is the name of one of 
three townshi^s^ of the parish of Dymer- 
chion* 

* 

• Mrs. Tbrale's father. 
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As we rode by^ I looked at the Llanneich. 
house again. We saw LlaimercH^ 
a house not mean, with a smaQ 
park very well watered. There 
was. an avenue of oaks, which, in 
a foolish compliance with the pre- 
sent mode, has been cut down. A 
few are yet standing. The owner's 
name is Daises . . 

The way lay throu^ jdeasant 
lanes, and overlooked a region 
beautifully diversified with trees 
and grass* 



' Robert Davie8> Esq. At bis house 
tkere wat» all ex^lttnsive Mbnuy. 
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At Dymerchion church thefe is 
,£pglish service only ODce a month* 
This is about twenty miles from the 
English border. 

The old. Clerk, had great appear- 
ance of joy at the sight of his 
Mistress, and . foolishly , said, that 
he was now willing to die. He 
had only a crown given him by 
my Mistress*. 



s In the MS. in Dr. Johnson's hand- 
writing, he has first entered in his diary, 
" The old Clerk had great appearance of 
joy at seeing his Mistress, and, foolishly 
said that he. was now wiUing^.ta die.:'' h/e 
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.'At Dymerchion church the texts 
an the walls are in Welsh. 



3. 



We went in the coach to Holy- Holywell* 
well. 



afterwards wrote in a separate column, on 
the same leaf, under the head of notes and 
omissions, ^* He had a crown;" and then he 
appears to have read over his diary at a 
\ future time, and interlined the paragraph 

I with the words ** only"-^'* given him by 

i^y Mistress/' which is written in ink of a 
different colour. This shews that he read 
bis diary over afteir he wrote it, and that 
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Talk with Misfresa'' aboutflattcry ^ 

Holywell is a market town, neither 

very small nor mean. The spring 

called Winifred's Well is very clear^ 



where his feelings were not accurately 
expressed, he amended them, 

* Mrs. Tbfale. 

' Johnson had no dislike to those com- 
mendations which are commonly imputed 
to flattery. Upon one occasion he said to 
Mrs. Thrale, '' What signifies protesting 
so against flattery! when a person speaks 
well of one, it must be either true or false, 
you know : if true, let us rejoice in his 
good opinion ; if he lies, it is a proof at 
least that he loves more to please me, than 
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add so copious, that it yidds one 
hundred tuna of water in a minute. 
It is all at once a very great stream, 
which, witbin parbaps tlurty yards 
of its eruption, turns a mill, and in 



to sit silent when he need say nothing. 
Though I like flattery^ a little^ too much 
always disgusts me: that fellow, Richard- 
soq, on the contrary, could not be content 
to glide quietly down the stream of reputa- 
tion, without longing to taste the froth from 
« 

every stroke of the oar." 

'^ The difference between praise and flat- 
tery is the same as between that hospitality 
that sets wine enough before the guest, and 
that which forces him to drink.'' 
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a course of two miles,: eighteen- mills 
more. . In descent, it is very quick. 
It then falls into the sea. The well 
is covered by a lofty circular . arch, 
supported by pillars ; and over this 
arch is an old chapel, now a school. 
The chancel is separated by a wall. 
The bath is .completely and /inde- 
cently open. ■ A woman bathed 
while we all looked on. 

In the church, which makes a 
good appearance, and is surrounded 
by galleries to receive a numerous 
congregation, we were present while 
a child was christened in Welsh. 

We went down by Uie^stream to 
see a prospect, in which I had no 
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part. We then saw a brass work, 
where the lapis calaiQinaris is 
gathered, broken, washed from the 
earth and the lead, though how the 
lead was separated I> did not see ; 
then calcined, afterwards ground 
.fine, and then mixed by fire with 
the copper. 
. We saw several strong fires with 
melting pots,, but the construction 
of the fire-places I did not leam^ 
At a copper-work which receive* 
its pigs - of copper, I think, from 
Warrington, we saw a plate of 
copper, put hot between steel rollers^ 
.and spread thin : I know not whe- 
ther the upper roller was set to .a 
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certain distancei as I suppose, or 
9cted only by its weight. 

At an iron-work I saw round 
bars formed by a knotched hammer 
wd anviU There I saw a bar of 
about half an inch, or more, square 
cut with shears worked by water, 
and then beaten hot into a thinner 
bar. The hammers all worked, as 
tiiey were, by water, acting upon 
small bodies, moved very quick, as 
quick as by the hand. 

I then saw wire drawn, and gave 
a shilling. I have enlarged my 
notions, though not been able to 
aee the movements; and having 
not time to peep closely, I knew 



less than I might;. I was less 
weary, and had better breatbi as X 
walk^ farther. 



4. 



Ruthin Castle is still a very noble Ruthin 
ruin; all the walls still remain, so 
that a compleat platform, and eleva- 
tions, not very imperfect, may be 
taken. It encloses a square of 
about thirty yards. The middle 
space was always open. 

The wall is, I believe, about 
thirty feet high, very thick) flanked 
with six rouad towers, each about 



eighteen feet^ or less^ in diameter. 
Only one tower had a chimney, 
so that there was commodity of 
living. It was only a place of 
strength. The garrison had, per- 
haps, tents in the area. 

Stapylton's house is pretty"": 
there are pleasing shades about 



^ The name of this house is Bodryddan ; 
formerly the residence of the Stapyhoos, 
the parents of five co-heiresses, of whom 
Mrs. Cotton, afterwards Lady Salusbiiry 
Cotton, was one; but in the year 1774, it 
was the residence of Mr. Shipley, Dean 
of St. Asaph, who still lives there* 



NORTH WALES. 77 

it, with a coostant spring that 
supplies a cold bath. We theil 
went to see a Cascade. 

I trudged unwillingly, and was 
not sorry to find it dry. The 
water w^, however, . turned oi]f, 
and produced a very striking cata- 
ract They are paid an hundred 
pounds a year for permission to 
divert the stream to the mines^ 
The river, for such it may be 
termed, rises from a single spring, 
which, like that of Winifred's, i^ 
covered with a building. 

We called then at another house 
.belon^ng to Mr. Lloyd, which 
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made a handsome appeanmoa 
This country sefems full of very 
splendid houses. 

Mrs. Tbrale lost her purse. She 
expressed so much uneasinesSi that 
I concluded the sum to be very 
great ; but when I heard of only 
seven gumeas, I was glad to find 
that she had so much sensibility of 
money. 

* I could not drink this day either 
coffee or tea after dinner. I know 
when I missed before. 



5, 



Last night my deep was remark^ 
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ably quiet ■ I k&ow not whether by 
&tigue in walking, or by forbear-* 
ance of tea. 

I ^ve the ipecacoanha. Viir. 
emet had failed; so had tartar 
emet. 

I dined at Mr. Myddleton's, of Gwapynog. 
Gwaynynog. The house was a 
gentleman's house, below the second 
rate, perhaps below the third, built 
of stone roughly cut. The rooms 
ware low, and the passage above 
stairs gloomy, but the furniture was 
good. The table was well supplied, 
except that the fruit was bad. It 
was truly the dimer of a country 
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gentleman ^ Two tables were filled ^ 
with coinpany, not inelegant . 

After dinner, the talk was of 
preserving the Welsh language. . I 



^ Johnson affected to be a mad of very 
nice discernment' in the art of cookery. 
Boswell observes, upon one occasion he 
alarmed a lady, at whose house he was to 
sup, by this declaration of his skill : *^ 1\ 
madam, who live at a variety of good 
tables, am a much better judge of cookery, 
than any person who has a very tolerable 
cook, but lives much at home ; -for his 
palate is gradually adapted to the taste of 
his cook ; whereas, madam> in try log by a 
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offered tiiein a scheme. Poor £van 
Evans was mentioned, as incorrigif 
bly addicted to strong drink. Wash* 
ington was commended. Myddleton 
is the only man, who, in Wales, 
has talked to me of literature/*^ I 
wish he were truly zealous. I re- 
commended the republication of 
David ap Rhees's Welsh Grammar. 



wider range, I cdn moreejt'qmsitelyjodge." 
'When invited to dine, even with an.'ind- 
mate. friend, he was hot pledsed if/soiiien 
thing -better than a 'j^^m diipiner wai not: 
prepared for hiaL-«*u^pp. 6. 



I 1 



i. 



J-^ '' 
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Two sheets of Hebrides came to 
me for correcdoa to-day, F. G.* 



6. 



"ZtA, 9f. I corrected the two 
sheets. My sleep last night was 
disturbed. ' 

. Washing at Chester and here, 
Ss. Id. 



*» F. 6. are the printer's signatures, by 
which it appears that at this time five sheets 
had already been printed. The MS. was 
sent to press June 11th.— Bosve/f^Xi^^ 
JOr. Johmon, vol. iu p. 9S8, 



I did not read. 

I saw to-day more of the out* 
houses at Lleweney« It is» in the 
whole, a very spacious house. 



7. 



1 wffiB at* church at BodfiBurL 
There was a. service used for a sick 
woman, not canonically, but such 
as I have heard^ I think, formerly at 
Lichfield, taken out of the visita* 
tion. Ka&. jjidfwf. 

The church is mean, but has a 
square tower for the bells, rathfr 
too stately for the church* 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

, Dixit injustus, Ps. 36) has no 

relation to the English. . . /' 

Preserve us, Lordy has the name 

of Robert Wisedome, 1618. — Bar- 

ker\ Bible. 

r 

Battologiam jab iteratione, recte 
distbguit Erasmus.! — Mod. Orandt 
Deunij p. 56 — 144- 

Southwell's Thoughts of his own ; 
Death. 

Baudius on Erasmus*. 

'Ill- -II ■ l i I ' I iii ng 

"^Tfais i¥ork^ which Johnson was now 
reading! was^ most^robably^ a little book. 
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8. 



The Bishop and much company 
dined at Lleweney*. Talk of 
Greek — and the Army, The Duke 



entitled Baudi Epistola, as, in bis Life of 
AliltoD, he has made a- quotation fronirit. 
Speaking of Milton's religious .opinions, 
when he is supposed to have vacillated 
between Calvinism and Arminianism, he 
observes, " What Baudius says of Erasmus 
seems applicable to him, niagis habuitquod 
fugeret quam quod sequeretur.*' 

^During Johnson's stay at this, place, 
Mrs. Thrale gives this trait of his character. 
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of Marlbprough*s officers useless, 
Head Phocylidis', distinguished the 
paragraphs. I looked in Leland: 
an unpleasant book of mere hints^. 



»<»-•■— —ii^pi 



f' When we went into Wales together, and 
spent some time at Mr. Cotton's at L)eweney^ 
one day at dinner, I meant to please Mn 
Johnson particularly, with a dish of very 
young peas. ' Are not they charming ?' said 
I to him, while he was eating them. 
^ Perhaps they would be 8o-e>to a pig* 
This is given only as an instance of the 
peculiarity of his manner, and which had 
in it no intention to offend* 

' The title of the poem is IIo/if/cMc nrSrruKo^. 
« Leland's Itinerary, published by Thotoasi 



licbfidd School, ten. pounds; 
tmd five poiindft iirom the Hospitelt 



10. 



At LIoyd*s, of Maesmynnan; a MactmynQaft 
i;ood house, and a very lai^ 
walled garden. I read Windus s Ac* 
count of bis Journey to Mequines^ 
and of Stewarts Embassy'. I had 



Hearne, in nine very thiQ octavo voluoies^ 
1710. 

'^ This book is . entitled, ^* A Jouri\ey to 
Mequinez, 'the Residenoe of the present 
Emperor of Fes and Morocco, on the 
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read^ in: the morning Wasse's Gredk 
Trocjhaicg to iBendey, They appear 
inelegant, and made with difficulty. 
The Latin Elegy contains only 
common-place, hastily expressed, 
$0 far as I have read, for it is long. 
They seem to be the verses of a 
scholar, who has no practice . of 
writing. The . Greek I did not 
always fully understand. I ani in 
doubt about sixth and last para- 
graphs, perhaps they are not printed 
right, for twoKop perhaps- tvs'oxflK q;? 

Occasion' of Commodore Stewart's Embassy 
thither^ for the Redemption of the British 
Captives, in the Year 1721." 8vo. ' • 
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. *The following, days I read* here 
and there. The Bibliotheca Litefaria 
^as so little supplied with papers 
that could interest curiosity^ that it 
could not hope for long Conti- 
nuance *. Wasse, the chief contri- 
butor^ was BXk unpolished scholar, 
who, witti much literature, hac^'no 
art or elegance of diction^ at least 
ia English. t 

r 

w 

.* 

14. 
At Bodfari I heard the second 

' The Bibliotheca Literaria was publish- 
ed ID London, 1722 4, in 4tp. numbers^ but 
only extended to teii hiiinber^« * 



99 A JOVRNST INTO 

lesson raad, and the sertnon {Nreachr 
ed in Welsh. The text was {Mi> 
nounced both in Welsh and English. 
The sound of the Welsh, in a 
continued discourse, is not un*- 
pleasant. 

The letter of Chrysostom, ag^st 
transubstantiation. Erasmus to the 
Nuns, full of mystic notions and 
allegoric. 

15. 
Kftd-. Imbecillitas genuum non 

I , W , - II. n il. I I »»i.^— — — — ^— II . I - II II 

* By this expression it wquM seem, that 
on this day Johnson ate sparingly. 



r 



sine aliquaQtulo doloris inter ambu^ 
laqduiD, queno a prandiQ ma^ 
senfii \ 



i^puMM 



" " A weakness of the knees, not with* 
oat some pain in walking, which I feel 
increased after I have dined/^ 

Throughout this Diary, when Johnson is 
obliged to turn his thoughts to the state of 
his- health, he always puts his private 
memoranda in the learned languages ; as 
if to throw a slight veil over those ills 
which he would willingly have hid from 
himself. 

The day after this memorandum was 
made, he wrote a letter to his medicai 
friend, Mr. Robert Levet. 
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16. 



We left Lleweney, and went for- 
wards on our journey. 
Abergeley. " We came to Abergeley, a mean 



^' 



c • 



*' To Mr. Robert Levet. 

** Ileweney, in " Denbighshire, 

'August 16, 17f 4. 
f' DEAR SIR, 

f '^ Mr. Thr ale's affairs have kept him 
here a great while, nor do I know exactly 

when, we shall come hence. I have sent 

♦.- ■ 

you a bill upoa Mr. Strahan. ' 

'' I have made nothing of the ipeca^ 
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town, in. which little, but Welsh is 
spoken, . and divine service is seldom 
performed, in. English. , > 

Our way then lay to.»the searside^ Penmaen 

at the. foot of a mountain, called 

« 

Penmaen Rhds. Here the .way: 



cuaaba, but have; take.n. abundance of pills, > 

and hope that they have done me good*.. 

" Wales, so far as I have yet seen pf.it, 
is a very beautiful and. rich country, all 
enclosed and planted. Denbigh is not a 
mean town. Make my compliments to all 
my friends, and tell Frank I hope he 
remembers my advice. When his money 
is out, let hhn have more. lam, Sir, 
*' Your humble servant, 

/*. Sam; Johnson." 
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was80 8teep» that we walked oa tbs 
lower ec^ 4»f the bUl, to meet the 
coach,- that wenit upon a road higher 
on the bill. Our watk was not long, 
nor unpfeasant: the longer I wall^ 
the less I feel its inconvenience. 
As I grow warm, my breath mends, 
and I think my limbs grow pliable. 
Conway We then came to Conway Perry, 
^"^* and passed in small boats, with 
some passengers firom the stag^ 
coach, among whom were an Irish 
gentlewoman, with two maids, and 
three little . children, of which, the 
youngest was only a few months old. 
The tide did not serve the large 
ferry-boaji^ and therefore our coach 
oould not very soon follow us. We 
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-fvensi thei^fore, to stey at the Iniu 
It i^ now the di^ of the Race*at 
Cooway, and the town was so fitU . 
of company, that no mon^ could 
purchase lod^ngs; We were not 
very readily supplied with cold din^ 
ner. We would have stud at 
Conway if we could have found 
entertainment, for we were afraid of 
passing Ptemaen Mawr, over which 
lay our mpy to Bangor, but by 
bri^t daylight, and the delay of 
our coacly, made our departuce 
necessarily late. There was, how- 
eveiv.no stay on any other temis^ 
than of sitting up all night 
The poor Irish lady wasstSi 
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more distressed. Her chiMreA 
wanted rest. She would have beeii 
contented with ^ne bed, but, for a 
time, none, could be had. MrsV 
Thrale " gave- her what help she 
couldl At last two gentlemen were 
persuaded to yield up their room, 
with two beds, for which: she gave 
half a guinea.^ 
Penmaen Our coach was at last broughl^^t 

and we set out with sqipe anxiety^ 
but we came to Penmaen Mawr by 
daylight ; and found a way, lately 
made, very- easy, and very safe''. 



i^-t- 



^ Penmaen Mawr, is a huge rock, rising 
nearly 1550 feet petpeiidiculdt ab6ve the 
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It was cut smooth, and enclosed 
between parallel walls ; the outer 
of which, secures the passenger 
from the precipice, which is deep 
aiid dreadful. This wall is here and 
there broken, by mischievous wan- 
tonness. The inner wall preserves 
the road from ' the loose stones, 
which the shattered steep above it 



sea. ^loDg a shelf of this precipice, is 
formed an excellent road, well guarded^ 
toward the sea, by a strong wall, supported 
in many parts by arches turned underneath 
it. Before this wall was built, travellers 
sometimes fell down the precipices. 

H 
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smmld pour down. That side of the 
mountain seema to have a surface d 
loose atones, which every accident 
mfty- cruiioble. The old road wa^ 
bi^eir,. an(J musft bav.e been vQry 
Ibtmidftbla. Tb^ S(ea beat$ at the 
hottemi of the way» 
Bangor. , At evening the moon shoa^ etn> 
nently bright ; and our thought3 of 
danger being now past, the rest of 
our journey was very pleasant. At 
an hour somewhat late^ we came to 
Bangor, where we found a very 
m^an inQ> and had some difficulty 
to obtain lodging. I lay in a room, 
where^ the other bad bad t^^on^ien. 



tf" 



» - 
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u 



We obtained boats to convey us 
to Anglesey^ and saw Lord Bftilke- 
ley's House, and BeaumariB Castle. 

I was accosted by Mr. Uoyd, 
the. Schoolmaster of Beaumaris^ 
who had seeo we at Unirersity 
College ; and be, with Mr. Roberts, 
^ Register of Bangor, whose boat 
we borrowed, accompanied us. 
Lord Bulkeley's house is very mean, 
but his garden is spacious, and 
shady with large trees and smaller 
interspersed. The walks are straight, 
and cross each other, with no variety 



Bemmsfk 



Baron Hill. 
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of plan; but they have a pleasing 
coolness, and solemn gloom, and 
extend to a great length*. 
Beaumaris The Castle is a mighty pile ; the 

Castle. 

outward wall has fifteen round 
towers, besides square towers at the 



' Baron Hill, is the name of Lord Bul|f:e' 
ley's house; which is situated just abote 
the town of Beaumaris^ at the distance of 
I of a mile, commanding so fine a view of 
the sea, and the coast of -Caernarvon, that 
it has been sometimes compared to Mount 
Edgecombe, in Devonshire. Lord Lyttel- 
ton, speaking of the house and gardens, 
says, — " The house is a bad one, but the 
gardens are made in a very fine taste." 
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tingles. There is then a void space 
between the wall and the Castle, 
which has an area enclosed with 
a^ wall, which again has towers, 
larger than those of the outer 
wall. The towers of the inner 
Castle are, I think, eight There 
is likewise a Chapel entire, built 
upon an arch as I suppose, and 
beautifully arched with a stone 
roof, which is yet unbroken. The 
entrance into the Chapel is about 
eight or nine feet high, and was, 
I suppose, higher, when there was 
no rubbish in the area. 

Thiis Castle corresponds with all 
the representations of romancing 
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narratives. Here is not wanting 
the private passi^, the dark 
eavity, the deep dui^on, or th(S 
lofty tower. We did not discover 
tile Well. This is the roost coitt- 
pieat view that I have yet had of 
an oki Castle. It had a moat 

The Towers. 

We went to Bangor. 

20. 

f 

Caernarvon. We went by water from Bangor 

to Gaernarvoo^ where we met Paoli ^ 



y General Pasquale de Paoli, the distin- 
guished patriot of Corsica^ wbo^ after all 
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Itnd Sir Tbomas Wynne*. Meeting 
by chance with one Tfoughton^ an 
intelligtot and loquacibus wandercflri 
Mr. Thrale invited him to dinner* 
He attended us to the Castle^ an 



his exertions failed to render his native 
country any service, retired to England 
in 1769i and died in London Feb. 5, 1807, 
in the eighty-second year of his age. — See 
Johnson's first interview with him. -^PP* 7. 

« Sir Tbomas Wynne, created Lord New? 
borough, July 14, 1776. Died October 12, 
1807. Father to the present Lord New- 
borough. 

« Tht« gentleman was a lii^atenant in tb« 
Navy. 
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edifice of stupendous magnitude and 
strength ; it has in it all that we 
observed at Beaumaris^ and much 
greater dimensions : many of the 
smaller rooms floored with stone 
ore entire; of the larger rooms, 
the beams and planks are all left: 
this is the state of all buildings left 
to time. We mounted the Eagle 
Tower by one hundred and sixty- 
nine steps, each of ten inches \ 



^ Johnson, as appears in the course of 
this Diary, often amused hicnself with 
minute computation, and this w^s much 
the habit of bis mind. In a letter to 
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We did not find the Well; nor 
did I trace the Moat; but moats 
there were, I believe, to all castles 
on the plain, which not only hindered 
access, but prevented mines. We 
saw but a very small part of tfab 
mighty ruin, and in all these old 



Mrs, Thrale, Oct. 6, 1777, lie says, 
'' Mr. Laugton booghj; at Nottingham 
fair fifteen ton of cheese ; which, at an 
ounce a*piece, will suffice after dinner for 
four hundred and eighty' thousand meD.** 
At another time he says, ^' Nothing amuses 

s 

more harmlessly than computation, and 
nothing is oftener applicable to real busi* 
ness or speculatiye inquiries." 
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buildings, the subterraneous works 
are concealed by the rubbish. 

To survey this place would take 
much time: I did not think there 
had been such buildings ; it Sur- 
passed my ideas.. 



We were at church ; the service 
in the town is always English ; at 
the parish church at a small dis- 
tance, always Welsh. The town 
has by degrees, I suppose, been 
brought nearer to the sea side. 

We received an invitation to 
Dr. Worthingtoo. We thra went 
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to dinner at Sir Thomas Wynne's^ 
— the dinner mean. Sir Thomas 
civil, his Lady nothing. Paoli 
civil. 

We supped with Colonel Wynne's 
Lady, who lives in one of the towers 
of the Castle. 

I have not been very well. 



22. 



We went to visit Bodville, the Bodville. 
place where Mrs. Thrale was bon^ 
and the churches called Tydweilliog 
and Llangwinodyl, which siie holds 
by impropriatioii. 

We had an invitation to the Brynodol. 



108 A JOURNEY INTO 

house of Mr. Griffiths of Bryn o 
dol, where we found a small neat 
new built house, with square rooms : 
the walls are of unhewn stone, and 
therefore thick; for the stones not 
fitting with exactness, are not strong 
without great thickness. He had 
planted a great deal of young wood 
in walks. Fruit trees do not thrive ; 
but having grown a few years, reach 
some barren stratum and wither. 

We found Mr. Griffiths not at 
home ; but the provisions were 
good. Mr. Griffiths came home 
the next day. He married a lady 
who has a house and estate at 
, over against Anglesea, 
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and near Caernarvon, where she 
is more delighted, as it seems, to 
reside than at Bryn o dol. 
. I read Lloyds account of Mona, 
which he proves to be Anglesea. 

In our way to Bryn o dol, we 
saw at Llanerk a Church built 
crosswise, very spacious and magni-^ 
ficent for this country. We could 
not see the Parson, and could get 
no intelligence about it 



Llanerk« 



24. 



We went to see Bodviile. Mrs. Bodville. 
Thrale remembered the rooms, and 
wandered over them with recoUeq- 
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tioQ of ber chiMhood. TbU apedm 
ol pleasure U always melancholy. 
The walk was cut down^ and the 
pond was dry. Nothing was better '. 
We survieyed the Churches, 
which. are mean, and ne^ected to 
a degree scarcely imaginable. They 
have no pavementy and the earth 
is fidl of holes. The seats are 
nide benches ; the Altars have no 
rails. One of them baa a breach 
in the roof. On the desk, I think, 
of each lay a folio Welsh Bible of 
the black letter, which the curate 



' Afp. 8, 
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(^aanot eaaUy read^. Mr. Thraie 
purposes to beautify the Churches^ 
and if he prospers, will probably 

' lo this taufy Mrs. Thraie records ao 
anecdote of the ignorance of a clergyman 
in Wale«, which, upon this occasion, was 
very probably in Johnson's mind* 

'' A Welsh parson of mean abilities, 
tbongh a good heart, struck with refe- 
rence at the sight of Dr. Johnson, whom 
be bad heard of as the greatest man 
living, could not find any worda to an- 
swer his inquiries concerning a motto 
round somebody's arms which adorned 
a tomb*stone in Ruabon* churchyard. 

* Ruabdd is diso written Rln& Abon. It is a ver/ 
cotuwkialite vicarage, within four miles of Wreihaan. 
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restore the tithes. The two parishes 
are, Llangwinodyl* and Tydweilliog*. 

\ 
I I >■ I ■ ■ ■ ■ 1 > I ■ ■ II 

If I remember right, the words were, 

Heb Dw, Heb Dytn, 
Dw o' diggon. 

And though of no very difficult cortstruc- 
tion^ the gentleman seemed wholly con- 
founded^ and unable to explain them ; 
till Mr. Johnson, having picked out the 
meaning by little and little, said to the 
man, * Heb is a preposition, I believe, 
sirj is it npt?' My countryman recover- 
ing some spirits upon the sudden question, 
cried out, " So I humbly presume, sir,** 
v^y comically. 

* These two parishes are perpetual cura- 
cies, endpwed with the small tithes, which 
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The Methodists are here very pre- 
valeot. A better church will m^ 
press the people with mgre revfh 
rence of public worship. 



in 1809 amounted to six pounds sixteen 
shillings and sixpence in each parisj^; but 
these sums are increased by Queen Ann's 
bounty; and in 1809 the whole income 
for Llangwinodyly including surplice f^es^ 
amounted to forty-six pounds two shillings 
and twopence^ and for Tydweilliog, forty* 
three pounds nineteen shillings and ten- 
pence; so that it does not appear that 
JMr. Thrale carried into effect his good 
intention. 
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Mrs. Thrale visited a bouse 
where she had been used to drink 
ttiiik^ which was left, with an 
estate of two hutidred pounds 
a year, by one Lloyd', to a 
married woman who lived with 
him. 
Pwllheli. We went to Pwllheli, a mean 



^ Mr. Lloyd was a Very good-natured 
man; and when Mrs. Thrale was a little 
child, he was used to treat her with 
sweetmeats and milk ; but what was now 
remarkable was, that she should recollect 
the hotise, which she had not seen since 
she was five years >old. 
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old town, at the extremity of the 
country. Here we bought some- 
thing, to remember the place. 



25. 

We returned taCaernarvon, where Caernarvon, 
we ate with Mrs. Wynne. 



26. 

We visited, with Mrs. Wynne, 
Llyn Badarn and Llyn Beris, two 
lakes, joined by a narrow strait. 
They are formed by the waters 
which fall from Snowdon, and the 
opposite mountains. On the side 



Llyn Badarn, 
Llyn Beris. 



Snowdon^ 
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of SnowdoD are the remains of a 
large fort, to which we climbed 
with great labour. I was breath^ 
less and harrassed. The Lakes 
have no great breadth^ so that 
the boat is always near one bank 
or the other. 

Note. Queeny's goats, one bunr 
dred and forty-nine, I think*. 



s Mr. Tbrale was near-sighted, and could 
not see the goats browsing on Snowdoo, 
and he promised his daughter, who was a 
child of ten years old, a penny for every 
goat she would shew him, and Dr. Johnson 
kept the account; so that it appears her 
fethor was in debt to faer one himdred and 
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27- 

We returned to Bangor, where Bangon 
Mr. Thrale was lodged at Mr. 
Roberts, the Register. 



S8. 

We went to worship at tlhe 
Cathedred. The quire is ineaO; 
tbe service was not well read. 



forty-nine pence. Qaeeny was the ephhei, 
which had its origin in the nursery, bj 
which Miss Thrale was always distinguished 
by Johnson. 
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39. 

Gwaynynog;. We came to Mr. Mydd^ltonX of 

Qwaynynog^ to the first place, a9 
my Mistress^ observed, where we 
have been welcome. 

Note. On the day when we 
visited Bodville, we turned to the 
house of Mr. Qriffiths, of Kefn^m- 
wycUh, a gentleman of large fortune, 
remarkable for having made great 
and sudden improvements in his 
seat and estate. He has enclosed 
a large garden with a brick wall. 



Mrs. Thrale. 
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He is considered aa a man of great 
accomplishments. He was educate(] 
in literature at the University, antj 
served somp time in the army, then 
qqitted his co.ir^misgion, and rpt|red 
to his land?. He is acpoqnted ^ 
good man, and endeavours to briog 
the people to church. 

> 

i In our way from Bangor to 
CcHiway, we passed again the new 
road upon the edge of Penmaen 
MP'Wr, which would be very trer 
mendous, but that the wall; 9huts 
out tlie idea of danger. In thq 
wall are several breaches, made, 
-as liftr]? Thrale very reasonably 
conjectures, by fragments of rQcka 



..16 
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which roll down the mounteiii) 
broken perh^ips by frost, or worii 
through by rain. 
Conway. We then viewed Conway. . 

To spare the horrors at Pen* 
taaen Rh6s, between Conway and 
St. Asaph, we sent the coach over 
the road cross the niountain with 
Mri?. Thrale, who had been tired 
with a walk Sometitae before; and 
I, with Mr. Thrale and MisSj 
walked along the edge, whei^ the 
t>ath is very narrow, and much 
incumbered by little loose stonesj 
which had fallen down, as we 
bought, upon the way sni«3e wd 
jessed k beiote. 



At Conway we took a short Conway 

Castle 

. survey of thte Castle, which afforded 
us nothing new. It is larger than 
that of Beaumaris, and less than 
that of Caernarvon. It is built 
upon a rock so high and steep, 
that it is even now very difficult 

' of access. We found a round pit, 
which wfeis called the Well; it iA 
tiow almost filled, and therefore 
dry. We found the Well in no 
other Castle. There are some 
remains of leaden pipes at Caer- 
narvon, which, I suppose, only 
conveyed water tVom one part of 
the building to another. Had the 
Garrison bad no other supply, the 
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Welsh, who must know where the 
pipes were laid, could easily have 
jcut them. f 



29. 



Gwaynynog. We came to the house of Mr. 

Myddelton, (on Monday,) where 
we staid to September 6, and were 
very kindly entertained. How we 
spent our time, I am not very able 
to tell*. 



* However this may have been, he was 
both happy and amused, during his stay at 
Gwaynynog, and Mr. Myddelton was flat- 
tered by the honour of his visit. To per-^ 
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We saw the Wood, which is 
diversified and romantic. : 



September 4, Sunday. 



We dined with Mr. Myddelton, 



petuate the recollection of it, he erected an 
XJra on the banks of a rivulet, in the park, 
where Johnson delighted to stand and recite 
terses; on which is this inscription: 

This spot was often dignified by the presence of 

SAMULL JOHNSON, LL.D. 

whose Moral Writings, exactly conformable to the 

Precepts of Christianity, 

gave ardour to Virtue, and confidence to Truth. 

In 1777^ it would appear from a letter by 
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tbe clergyman, a/t Denbigh, where 
I saw the harvesMneti very decently 
dressed, after the afternoon service, 
standing to be hired. On other 
days, they stand at about four in 
the morning. They are hired from 
day to day. 

§ 

Johnson to Mrs. Thrale, that he was inform- 
ed that Mr. Myddelton meditated this 
honour, which seemed to be but little to 
his taste. " Mr. Myddelt6n*s erection of 
an urn, looks like an intention to bury me 
alive ; 1 would as willingly see my friend, 
however benevolent and hospitable, quietly 
inurned. Let him think, for the present, 
of soaieifnoi<e acc^able memorial.''' 
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ISS 



5- 

We lay at Wrexham ; a busy, 
extensive, and well built town* It 
has a very large and magnifieent 
church* It has a famous fair* 



Wrexham* 



7. 



We came to Chirk Castle^ 



Chirk Cftstk, 



8, Thursday* 

We came to the house of Llanrhaiadr* 
Dr. Worthington*, at Llanrhaiadn 



^ Dr* William Wortbington, a man of 
distinguished learning, and an author of 
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Our entertainment was poor^ 
though the house wasr imt bad. 
The situation is very pleasant^ by 
the side of a small river, of which 
the bank ' rises high on the other 
side, shaded by gradual rows of 
trees. The gloom, the stream, and 
the silence, generate thoughtfulness. 
The town is old, and very mean, 
but has, I think, a market. In this 
town, the Welsh translation of the 



many works on religious subjects. He 
enjoyed considerable preferment in the 
church, and lived at Llanrhaiadr; of which 
parish he was the Rector. He died October 
6, 1778, aged 75. 
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Old Testament was made. The 
Welsh singing Psalms were written 
by Archdeacon Price. They are 
not . considered as elegant, but as 
very.literal, land accurate. 
. We came to Llanrhaiadr V through 
Oswestry; a town not very little, 
nor very mean. The church, which 
I saw only at a distance, seems to be 
an edifice much too good for the 
present state of the place. 



Llanrhaiadr* 
Oswestry. 



' Llanrhaiadr, being translated into Eng* 
lish, is The Fillage of the Fountain, and 
takes its name from a spring, about a quar- 
ter of a mile from the church. 
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9. 
Llanrhaiadr We visited the Waterfol, which 

Watcrfal* 

is v^y l)igb, and in rainy weather 

very copious. There is a reservoir 

9)ade to supply it In its fall^ it 

has perfomted a rock. There is ja 

room built for entertainment 

There was some difficulty in climb* 

H)g to a near view. Lord Lyttel- 

ton"" came near it, and turned 

back. 

When we came back^ we took 
some cold meat^ and notwithstanding 
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Tbomas, the second Lord Lyttelton. 
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the Doctor's importunities, went that 
day to Shrewsbury. 

10. 

' I sent for Gwynn*, and he dhewed Shrewbuty. 
US the town. The walls are broken, 
and narrower than those of Chester. 



'^ Mr. Gwyna was an architect of con- 
siderable celebrity. He was a native of 
Shrewsbury, and was at this time completiDg 
a bridge across the Severn, called the 
English Bridge : besides this bridge, he 
built one at Acham, over the Severn, near 
to Shrewsbury ; and the bridges at Worces- 
ter, Oxford, and Henley, are all built by 
him. 
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Tl]? town is larg^^ and has many 
gentlemen's houses, but the street! 
are narrow. I saw Taylor's library. 
We walked in the Quarry ; a very 
pleasant walk by the riven Our 
Inn was not bad. 

11. 

Sunday. We were at St. Chads, 
1^ Y^ry Urgl^ aud luminous church. 
W« were on the Castile Hill* 

la. 

Wenlock. We called on Dr. Adams ^ 

* The Master of . Pembroke College, 
Oxford ; who was also Rector of St. Cbadv, 
in Shrewsbury. 
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ftnd travelled towahls Wotcester^^ 

through Wenlock ; a very mem 

place, though a borough. At 

noon, we came to Bridgenortb, Bridgenorth. 

and walked about the town^ of 

which, one' part staiids on a hjgh 

rock ; and part very low, by the? 

river. There is an old tow^y 

which) being crooked^ Is&osf so 

much, that it is fingbtfel to pass 

by it. 

In the afternoon we came through 
Kkivev, a town ill Staffordshire; Kinver* 
neat and closely built. I believe it 
has only one streeti 

The road was so steep and miry, 
that we w«r4^ forced to stx^. at 



y: , . 



/ 
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Hardebuiy. Hartlebiiry, where we had a very 

neat Inn, though it made a very 
poor appearance. 



Omberdey. 



13. 

1 We cane to Lord, Sandy's, at 
Ombersley, where we were treated 
with great civility ^ 

The house is large. The ball i» 
a very noble room. 



15. 



Worcester. We went to Worcester, a very 



^ It was here that Johnson had as maob 
walUfruit as he wished, and, as he told 
Mrs« Tbtale, for the only time in his life^ 
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splendid city. The cathedral is very 
noble, with many remarkable monu- 
ments. The library is in the Chap- 
ter House. On the table lay the 
Nuremberg chroniclCi I think, of 
the first edition^. We went to the 
china warehouse'. 



9 The first edition was printed July 12, 
1493. The author, or rather compiler of 
this chronicle, was one Hartman Schedel, 
of Nuremberg, a Physician. 

' In 1777, Sept. IQy Johnson took 
Boswell to see the China Manufactory, at 
Derby,' and these are his remarks on that 
occasion; *^ The Derby china is very 
pretty, but I think the gilding is all super- 
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The Cathedral has a cloister. 
The long aisle is, io my opdnion, 
aeither so wide nor so high as that 
o£ Liphfield. 



16, 



Hagley. We went to Hagley, where T*e 



flcial; and the finer pieces are so dear, that 
perhaps silver vessels, of the same capacity, 
9^/ be somi^times bought at the same 
f );ic^ ; 904 I ain not yet so infested with 
|be cpatagion of china-fancy, as to like 
f^y tbipgf at that, rate^ which can so easily 
bthr<3ikw«'' 
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wm disappointed 6f the respect 
and kindness that we expected*. 



17. 



We saw the Hotite iAd Park, 
which equalled my expeitatibtil 
The house is one square mass. 
The offices are below. The rooms 
of elegance on the first floor, with 
two stories of b^dchaihb6il9, veiy 
well disposed above it The bed- 



* This visit wa3 not to Lord Lyttelton, 

■ > ' ♦' • 
but to his' uncle, the father of the present 

Lord Ljttelton, who lived at a house called 

Little HUglef. 
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chambers have low windows, wbicb 
abatejs the dignity of the house. ^ 

The Park has an artificial ruin, 

and wants water ; there is, howev^, 

pne temporary cascade. From the 

. farthest hill there is a very wide 

prospect. 



18. 

I went to Church. The Church 
is, externally, .very mean, and is 
therefore diligendy hidden by a 
plantation. There are in it several 
modem monuments of the Lyttel- 
tpos. 

7|)^re dined with us, Lorc| 
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Dudley, and Sir Edward Lyttelton, 
^f Staffordshire^ and his Lady. 
They were all persons of agreteble 
conversation. 

I found time to reflect on my. 
birth-day, and ofiered a prayer, 
which I hope was heard ^ 



< Dr. Johnson particularly disliked to. be 
complimented on his birth-day, or to have 
the day mentioQed, and Boswell frequently 
annoyed him on that head. In a letter 
which he wrote to Mrs. Tbrale, while he 
was staying at the Macleods, in the Isie of 
Skie, he says, '' Boswell, with some of his 
troublesome kindness, has informed this 
family, and reminded me, that the Ifith of 
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19. 

! 

We made baste fiwaj from A 



place, where all were offended. In» 
Leasowe». the Way we visited Ifce h&ae^v/ies. 



September is my birth-day. The return of 
my birth-day, if I remember it, fills me 
with thottghtb, which it seems- to b^' the 
gen<3ral care of buitiatiity to es)cape« I cair 
now look back lipoo threescore and fbor 
ye^T9, in whicb^ little has been done,/ and' 
little haa beai enjoyed ; a^ life diversrifled'bj^ 
idiBery> spent part in- the sli:^^dlinesf of 
penury, and part under th^ violente c^ 
pain, in gloomy dik;onteiit< oi importiiriate 
distreMi Kit pa^baps I am' better tbah' I^ 
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It was rain, yet we visited all the 
Waterfalls* There are, io one place^ 
fourteen falls in a short line. . it is 
Ibe Qext i^ace lo Ham Gardens. 
Fooc Shenstone never tasted his 
pension. It is not very well proved 



should have been, if I had been less 
afflicted. With this I will try to be 
content. 

' ^^ In proportion as there is less pleasure 
in retrospective considerations, the mind 
is more disposed to wander forward into 
fdturity ; but at sixty-four, what promises, 
however liberal, of imaginary good, can 
fhturity venture to make? yet something 
will be always promised, and some pro* 
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that any pension was obtained for 
him, I am afraid that he di^dd • of 
misery. . » 

Birmingham. We came to Birmingham,^ and 

I sent for Wheeler, whom I found 
well, . 



mises will always be credited. I am 
hoping, and I am prayingi th^ J mftj. 
live better in the time to come, whether 
long or short, than I have yet lived, and in 
the solace of that hope, endeavour to 
repose. Dear Queeny's day is next; 
I hope she at sixtyrfour will have less to 
regret. 

'^ I will now complain no more, bat tel} 
my Mistress of my travels/' 
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so. 

' We breakfiusted with Wheeler", 
and visited .the manuiikcture of 



«. Dr. . BenjadiiQ Wheder ; he was a 
native of Oxford; and originally oo the 
foundation of Trinity College ; afterwards 
be became a Fellow of Magdalene College^ 
Canon of Christ Church, and Regius Pro- 
fessor of Divinity. He took his degree of 
A. M. Nov, 14, 1758, and D. D. July 6, 
1770; and was a man of extensive learning. 
Dr. Johnson, in his letters to Mrs. Thrale, 
styles him, '' My learned friend, the man 
with whom I most delighted to converse/' 
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Papier Mach^. The paper which 
they use is smooth whited brown ; 
the varnish is polished with rotten 
stone* Wheder gave me a tea«i 
board. We then went to Boulton's, 
who, with great civility, led us 
through his shops. I could not'= 
disrtinctly see his enginery. 

Twelve dozen of buttons for 
three shillings. Spoons struck at 
once. 



SK 



Wheeler came to us again. 
Woodstock. We came ea^iily ta Woodstock* 
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22. 

We saw Bleahdm and Wood* Blenheim, 
stock Park. The Park contains 
two thousand five hundred acres; 
about four square miles. It has 
red deer''. 



w Ik. Johnson had a great admiration for 
Blenheim Parky the measure of which may 
be estimated by this observation of bis to 
Boswell, when they visited it together in 
1776. *^ You and I, sir, have, I think> 
seen together the extremes of what can be 
si^en in Britain — the wild rough island of 
Mull, and Blenheim Park.'' 
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Mr. Bryant shewed me thef 
Library with great civility. Du- 
RANDi Rationale, . 1459*. 
Lascaris' Grammar of : the 
first edition, well printed, bet 



» This is a work written by William 
Burand, Bishop of Mende, and printed 
on vellam, in folio^ by Fust and Schoefier, 
in Mentz, 145i>. It is the third, book that 
is known to be printed with a date, and is 
considered as a carious and extraordinary 
specimen of early printing. .An imperfect 
copy was sold at Dr. Askew's sale, Feb. 22, 
1775, for sixty-one pounds, to Mr. Elmsly 
the bookseller. 
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fi^uch less than later editions^. 



y Dr. Johnson^ in another column of his 
Diary, has put down, in a note, " First 
printed book in Greek, Lascaris's Gram- 
mar, 4to, Mediolani, 1476." The im- 
print of this book is, Mediolani Impresmm 
per Magistrum Dionysium Paravisinum, 
M.CCCC.LXXVI. Die xxx Januarii. 
This edition is very rare, and it is probable 
that Dr. Johnson saw it now for the first 
tima. A copy was purchased for the king's 
library at Dr. Askew's sale, 1775, for twenty- 
one pounds ten shillings. 

This was the first book that was ever 
printed in the Gre^k character. The first 
book printed in the English language was 
the Historyes of Troye, printed in 1471 ; an 



t Jt* 
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The first Batrachomydmai* 

CHIA*. 

The Duke sent Mr. Thrale 
partridges and fruit 
Oxford. At night we came to Oxford, 



imperfect copy of which was put up to 
public sale in 18 12^ when there was a 
competition amongst men eminent for 
learn ingy rank, and fortune ; and, accord- 
ing to their estimation of its value, it 
was sold for the sum of one thousand 
and sixty pounds ten shillings. *-^j9p. 9* 

' The Battle of the Frogs and Mice. 
The first edition was printed by Laonicus 
Cretensis, 1486. This book consists of 
forty-one pages^ small quarto, and the 



^ 
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23. 

We visited Mr. Coulspn. The 
Indies wandered aboul; the Uni- 
Tersity, 



24. 

K«^. We dine with Mr. Coul- 
son*. 



verses are printed with red and black ink 
alternately. A copy was sold at Dr. 
Askew's sale, 1775, for fourteen guineas. 

* Mr. Coulson was a senior Fellow of 
University College; in habit apd appear- 
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Vansittart'* told me his dis- 
temper. 
Beaconsfield. Afterwards we were at Burke's, 

where we heard of the dissduti^i 



aoce somewhat resembling Johnson him- 
self, and was considered in his time 
as an Oxford character. He took his 
degree of A. M. April 12, 1746. After 
this visit. Dr. Johnson told Mrs. Thrale 
that he was the man designated in the 
Rambler, under the name of Gelidus the 
Philosopher.—* See App. 10. 

* Dr. Robert Vansittart, Fellow of All 
Souls, and Regius Professor of Law; 
^ uncle to the present Chancellor of the 
Ex^hoquer. 
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of the Parliament. We went London. 

home^ Bolt Court. 



• Mrs. Thrale say», " Dr. Johnson had 
always a very great personal regard and 
particular affection for Mr. Burke; and 
when at this time the general election 
broke up the delightful society in which 
we bad spent some time at Beaconsfield, 

« 

Dr. Johnson shook the hospitable master 
of the house kindly by the hand^ and said, 
' Farewell^ my dear sir^ and remember that 
I wish you all the success which ought 
to be wished you^ which can possibly be 
wished you, by an honest man^^^^ 
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OPINIONS AND OBSERVATIONS, 
BY DR. JOHNSON. 



lUi^avw— >- 



1. Life, to be worthy of a 
rational being, must be always in 
progression ; we must^ways pur- 
pose to do more and better than 
in time past. 

2. Of real evils the number is 
great ; of possible evils there is no 
4Bnd. 

3. The desire of fame not regu- 
lated, is as dangerous to virtue as 
that of money. 

4. Flashy, light, and loud con- 
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versation, is often a cloke for 
cunning; as shej\^y life, and a 
gay outside, spread now and then 
a thia covering over avarice and 
poverty. 

5. There are flew minds to which 
tyranny is not delightful ; power is 
nothing but as it is felt ; and the 
delight of superiority is propor- 
tionate to the resistance overcome. 

• • • , 

6. Old times have bequeathed us 
a precept, to be merry and wise ; 
but who has been able to observe it ? 
Prudence sooi^ jcomes to spoil ouf 
mirth. 

7f The advice that is \vanted is 
xx)mmonly unwelcome, and that 



iSSi o:pinions ani> 

which is not wanted is evidently 
impertinent. 

8. It is very rarely that an 
author is hurt by his critics. The 
blaze of reputation cannot be blown 
out, but it often dies in the socket ; 
a very few names may be considered 
as perpetual lamps that shine uncoiv 
sumed. 

9. There is no wisdom in useless 
and hopeless sorrow; but there is 
something in it^ so like virtue, that 
he who is wholly without it, cannot 
be loved, nor will by me at least be 
thought worthy of esteem, 

10. In the world there is much 
tenderness where there is no mis^ 
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fortune, and much courage where 
there is no danger. . 

1 1. He that has less than enough 
for himself, has nothing to spare; 
and as every man feels only his own 
necessities, he is apt to think those 
of others less pressing, and to 
accuse them of withholding what 
in truth they cannot give. He 
that has his foot firm upon dry 
ground may pluck another out of 
the water; but of those that are 
all afloat, none has any care bui: 
for himself 

IS. Attention and respect give 
pleasure, however late or however 
useless. But they are not useless 
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when they are late ; it is reasonable 
to rejoice, as the day declines, to 
find that it has been spent with the 
approbation of mankind^ 

13. Cool reciprocations of esteem 
are the great comforts of life ; hyper- 
bolical praise only corrupts the 
tongue of the one, and the ear of 
the' other, 

14. The fortuitous friendships 
of inclination or vanity, are at 
the mercy of a thousand acci- 
dents. 

15. A sudden blaze of kindness 
i^ay, by a single blast of coldness, 
be extinguished. Esteem of gre^t 
powers or amiable qualities newly 
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discovered, may enibroider a day or 
4 week; but a friendship of twenty 
years is interwoven with the texture 
of life. A friend may be often 
found and lost; but an old friend 
never can be found, and Nature 
has provided that be cannot easily 
be lost. 

16. Incommunicative taciturnity 
neither icnparts nor invites friend- 
ship, but reposes on a stubborn suffi- 
ciency self-centered, and neglects the 
interchange of that social officious- 
ness by which we are habitually 
endeared to one another. To be 
without friendship, is to be without 
one of the first comfort^ of our pre- 
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sent state. To have no assistance 
from other minds in resolving (loubt^ 
in appeasing scruples, in balancing 
deliberations, is a very wretched 
destitution. 

17. Faith in some proportion to 
fear. 
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No. I. — Page 4. 



The Character of Mrs. Lucy Porter, Dr. 
JohnsorCs Step-daughter ; by Miss Seward, 
of Lichfield. 

" When she was in her bloom^ she had 
a round face, and tolerably pretty features, 
though in the shadeless blankness of flaxen 
hair and eye-brows, and a clear skin. She 
had never any elegance of figure ; but her 
rustic pirettiness pleased the men. More 
than once she might haye married advan- 
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tageously ; but as to the enamoured affec- 
tions, 

" High Taurus' 'snow, fanned byrthe eastern wind, 
Was not more cold/' 

*' She was one of those few beings, who, 
from a sturdy singularity of temper, and 
some prominent good qualities of head and 
heart, was enabled, even in her days of 
scanty maintenance, to make society glad 
to receive, and pet the grown spoiled child. 
AfBuence was not hers till it came to her 
in her fortieth year, by the death of her 
eldest brother. From the age of twenty 
till that period, she had boarded in Lich- 
field with X)r. Johnson's mother, who still 
kept that little bookseller's shpp^ by which 
her husband had supplied the scanty, means 
of existence. . Meantime, Lucy Porter kept 
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the best company of our little city, but 
would make no epgagement on market? 
days, lest Granny^ as she called Mrs. John- 
son, should catch <cold by serving in the 
shop. There Lucy Porter took her place^ 
standing behind the counter, nor .thought 
it a disgrace to thank a poor person who 
purchased from her a penny, battledore. 

" With a marked vulgarity of address 
and language, and but little intelhectual 
cultivation, she had a certain shrewdness 
of understanding, and piquant humour, 
with the most perfect truth and integrity. 
By these good traits in her character, were 
the most respectable inhabitants of this 
place induced to bear, with kind smiles, 
her mulish obstinacy, and perverse con- 
tradictions. Johnson bi^iself, often her 
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guest^ set the example, and extended to 
her that compliant indulgence which he 
shewed not to any other person. I have 
beard her scold him like a school-boy; 
fot soiling her floor with his shoes ; for 
she was clean as a Dutch woman in her 
house^ and exactly neat in her person. 
Dress too she loved in her odd way; 
but we will not assert that the Graces 
were her hand-maidi. Friendly, cordial, 
and cheerful to those she loved ; she was 
more esteemed, more amusing, and more 
regretted, than many a polished charactel', 
over wirose smooth, but insipid surface, the 
attention of those who have mind passes 
listless and uninterested.'^ 

She died January 13th, 1786, in th^ 
seventy-first year of her age. 
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Some Account of Mrs. Elizabeth Aston, 
derived from a Conversation between Dr. 
Johnson and Miss Seward. 

Miss Seward. — '' I have ofteo heard my 
mother say^ Doctor, that Mrs. Elizabeth 
Astoa was, in her youth, a very beautifol 
woman ; and that, with all the censorious* 
ness and spiteful spleen of a very bad 
temper, she had great powers df pleas* 
ing; that she was lively, insinuatingi and 
intelligent. 

** I knew her not till the vivacity of her 
youth bad long been extinguished, and I. 
confess I looked in vain for the traces of 
former ability. I wish to have your opinion, 

M 
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sir^ of what she was, you who knew her so 
well in her best days.'* 

Dr, Johnson."-'^* My dear, when thy 
mother told thee Aston was handsome, 
thy mother told thee truth : she was 
very handsome. Wlien thy mother told 
thee that Astop loved to abuse her neigh- 
bours, she told thee truth; but when 
thy mother told thee that Aston had 
i^iy marked ability in that same abusive 
business, that wit gave it zest, or imagi- 
nation colour, thy mother did not tell 
thee truth. No, no, madam, Aston's 
imderstanding was not of any 8trengtb> 
either native or acquired.'' 

Mi&s Seward. — '' But, sir, I have heard 
you say, that her sister's husband, Mr. 
Walmsley, was a man of bright parts, 
and extensive knowledge; that be wa^. 



♦ 
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also a maa of strong passions^ and, though 
benevolent In a thousand instances, yet 
irascible in as many. It is well known, 
that Mr. Walmsley was considerably gor 
terned by this lady ; as witness Mr. Hin- 
ton's constant visitSi and presence at bis 
table, in despite of its master's avowed 
aversion. Could it be, that, without some 
marked intellectual powers, she could obtain 
absolute .dominion over such^ m^nf" 

Dr, John$(m. — ^' Madam, I have said, 
and truly, that Walmsley had bright and 
extensive powers of mind ; that they, bad 
been cultivated by familiarity 'with the best 
authors, and by connections with the learned 
and polite* Jt is a fact, that Ast6n obtained 
nearly absolute dominion oVer his will; it 
IB ho less. a fact, that his disposition was 
imtable and violent* But Walmsley was 
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a man : and there is no man who can resist 
ihe repeated attacks of a furious woman. 
Walmsley had no alternative but to submit, 
or turn her ou-t of doors^'^ 



No. III.— Page g. 
Dr. Taylor ofAshboum. 

Dr. Johnson, speaking of Dr. Taylor, 
said, ^^ Taylor is a very sensible, acute 
snan, and has a strong mind ; he has great 
activity, in some respects, and yet he has 
jBUch a sort of indolence, that if you should 
put a pebble upon his chimney-piece, you 
would find it th^e^ in the same statei a 
year afterwards. 

'' His is a very pleasant house, with a 
lawn, a lake, and twenty deer and five 
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fawns upon the lawn, and be himself i'a 
one of those who finds every hour some-i 
thing new to wish, or to enjoy .** 
' *' Dr. Taylor was much taken up in agri* 
euHural pursuits, and had great pleasure in. 
having all the stock on his farm of the best 
Quality. In these pursuits, Johnson had no 
interest ; and in his letters to Mrs. Tbn^e, 
while he was staying at his house, at diiFepf* 
ent times, he says — ^' The Doctor is now all 
for cattle.-^I have seen the great bull, and 
very great he is : I have seen likewise his 
heir-apparent, who promises to inherit all 
the bulk, and all the fortunes of his sire. I 
have seen the man who offered an hundred: 
guineas for the young bull, while he was 
yet little better than a calf, r- There has' 
been a man here to-day to take a farm. 



i6& AFPENDlXw 

After some talk^ he went to see the bulT; 
and said that he had seen a biggerw Da 
you think he is likely to get the farm.^ 
— Our bulls and cows are all well; but we 
yet hate the man that had. seen a bigger 
bull. Taylor is now going to haye a ram, 
and then^ after Aries and Taurus, we sbali 
have Gemini.^- While I think on it, I will 
tell you whst I really saw with my own 
eyes^ Mr. Chaplin of Lincolnshire's letter 
for Dr. Taylor's Cow, accompanied with a 
draft on Hoare for one hundred and twenty** 
$ix pounds to pay for her* 

" ' The Doctor is busy in his fields, and 
^oes to bed at nine, and his whole system 



« This letter is dated October 3£, 1777. 
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is SO different from mine, that we seem 
formed for different elements/'' 
Dr, Taylor died Feb. 19, 1788. 



No. IV. — Page 2L 
'A Description ofDovedale, by Mr. Whateley^ 

*^ Dovedale is about two miles in length, a 
deep, narrow,,hol1ow valley 5 both the sides 
are of rock ; and the Dove ' in . its passage 
between them is perpetually changing its 
course, its motion, and appearance. It is 
never less than ten, nor so much as twenty 
yards wide, and generally about four feet 
deep ; but transparent to the bottom, except 
when it is covered with a foam of the purest 
white, under waterfalls which are perfectly 
lucid : these are very numerous, but very 
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different ; in 6ome places thej stretch 
straight across, or aslant the stream ; irs 
others the; are only partial ; and the water 
either dashes against the stones, and leaps 
over them : or pouring along a steep, 
rebounds upon those below ; sometimes it 
rushes through the several openings between 
them, sometimes it drops gently down ; and 
^t other times it is driven back by the ob- 
struction, and turns into an eddy. 

'^ In one particular spot, the valley almost 
closing, leaves hardly a passage for the 
river, which, pent up, and struggling for 
a, vent, rages, and roars, and foams, till it^ 
has extricated itself from the confinement. 
In other parts, the stream, though nevec 
languid^ is often gentle; flows round a 
little desert island, glides betweeo aits o£ 
l^qlrushes, disperses itself among tufts o£ 
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grasSf 6r of moss, babbles about a water- 
dock, or plays with the slender threads 
of aquatic .planls which float upon the 
surface. 

'' The rocks all along the dale vary as 
often in their structure, as the stream in its 
motion, and do not long present the same 
figure, or relative position : in one place 
aa extended surface gradually diminishes 
from a broad base, almost to an edge; in 
another^ a heavy top hanging for^ards^ 
overshadows all beneath; sometimes many 
different shapes are confusedly tumbled 
fogether; and sometimes they are broken 

« 

into slender sharp pinnacles, which rise 
upright, often two or three together, an4 
often in more numerous clusters. Ob one 
side of the dale, they are universally bare; 
on the other, they are intermitted witt^ 
irood; and the vast height of both the 
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sides, with the narrowness of the interval 
between tbemi produces a further variety : 
for whenever the siin shines from behiad the 
one, the form of it is distinctly and com« 
t>Ietely cast upon the other; the rugged 
surfiice on which it ffalls, diversifies the 
tints; and a strong reflected light often 
glares on the edge of the deepest shadow* 
** The breadth of the valley is never the 
same forty yards together; at the narrow 
pass which has been mentioned, the rocks 
Itlmost meet at the top, and the sky is seen 
as through a chink between them : just by 
this gloomy abyss, is a wider opening, 
inore light, more verdure, more cheerfulness, 
than any where else in the dale. Nor are 
the forms and the situations of the rocks 
their only variety ; many of them are per- 
forated by large natural cavities ; some of 
which open to the sky, some terminate in 
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isak recesses r and through some, are to be 
seen several more uncouth arches^ and rude 
pillars, all detaehed, and retiring beyond 
each other ; the noise x>r the cascades in the 
river echoes amongst them ; the water may 
often be heard at the same time gurgling' 
near, and roaring at a distan(;e; but no 
other sounds disturb the silence of the spot; 
the only trace of men is a blind path, but 
lightly and but seldom trodden by those 
whom curiosity leads to see the wonders' 
they have been told of Dovedale/* 



No. v.— Page 49. 
The Roman Hypocaust at Chester, described^ 

'' The Hypocaust is of a triangular figure/ 
supported by thirty-two pillars, two feet 
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ten inches and a half high, and about 
eighteen inches distant from each other. 
Upon each is a tile eighteen inches square, 
as if designed for a capital ; and over them 
a perforated tile, two feet square. Such are 
continued over all the pillars. Above these 
are two layers ; one of coarse mortar, mixed 
with small red gravel, about three inches, 
thick; and the other of finer materials, 
between four and five inches thick ; these 
seeii) to have been the floor of the room 
above. The pillars stand on a mortar-floor, 
spread over the rock. On the south side, 
between the middle pillars, is the vent for 
the smoke, about six inches square, which is 
at present open to the height of sixteen 
inches. Here is also an antechamber, 
exactly of the same extent with the 
Hypocaust, with an opening in the middle 
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into it. This is sunk nearly two feet below 
the level of the former, and is of the same 
rectangular figure; so that both together 
are an exact square. This was the room 
allotted for the slaves who attended to beat 
the place ; the other was the receptacle o^ 
the fuel designed to beat the room above, 
the concamerata sudatio, or sweating* cbam- 
ber ; where people were seated, either lo 
niches, or on benches, placed one above 
the other, during the time of the operation* 
jSnch was the object of this Hypocaust ; for 
.there were others of different forms, for the 
purpose of heating the water destined for 
ibe use of the bathers. 



%* See VUruvius, book v. c. 10 tai,d 11; ttadtke 
pkAu at the end of Newton*i trantlatum, vol. i^ 
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No. VL— PageSU 

Dr. Johnson's Pleasures of the Tabk, as given 

by Mrs. Thrale. 

" His favourite daiatiea were, a leg of 
|)ork boiled till it dropped from the bone^ 
a veal-pye, with plums and sugar, or the 
outside cut of a salt buttock of beef. With 
regard to drink, his liking was for the 
strongest, as it was not the flavour, but the 
effect he sought for, and professed to desire; 
and when I first knew him, he used to pour 
capillaire into his port wine. ^For the last 
twelve years, however, he left off all fer- 
mented liquors. To make himself some 
amends, indeed, he took his chocolate 
liberally, pouring in large quantities ^ of 
cream, or even melted butter ; and was so 
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fond of fruit, that thoogh ,he uspally ata 
seven or eight large peaches of a morning 
before breakfast began, and treated them 
with proportionate attention after dinner 
again, yet I have beard hio) protest that he 
never had quite so much as he wished of 
wall-irait, except once in his life,, and that 
was when we were all together at Om« 
bersley, the seat of niy LordSaadys*. 

*^ Upon excess ip gating,. Johnsop thus 
expresses bim9eilf : ^^ Gluttony is, I think^ 
li^p^sQpQiinQn, among women, than cmiong 
iqeQ« Women. commonly «at more spar^ 
ipgly> ^^ are le3s ciiriotts in the choice, .of 
meat; but,, if once you find a womaa 
gluttonous, expiect from her very little 



^ Sept. 13, 1774, pfige ISS. 
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yirtae* Her mind is enslaved to the lowest 
and grossest temptation.'* 



No. VII Page 103. 

General Pasquale de Paoli. His first Inter- 
view with Dr. Johnson, October 10, 1769* 

'' la this interview^ the General spoke 
Italiani and Dr. Johnson^ English ; and the 
interview is thus described by Bos well. 

'^ Upon Johnson's approach, the General 
said, * From what I have read of your 
works, sir, and from what Mr. Boswell has 
told me of you, I have long held you in- 
great veneration.' The General talked of. 
languages being formed on the particular 
notions and manners of a people, without 
knowing which, we cannot know the Ian- 



goage. We may know the direct significa- 
tioQ of ungle words; bat by these^ no 
beauty of expression^ no sally of genius, 
jko mi, is conveyed to the mind. All this 
must be by allusion to other ideas. ' Sir, 
(said Johnson,) you talk of language/ as if 
you had never done any thing else but study 
it, instead of governing a nation/ The 
General said, ' Questo e un troppo gran . 
complimento :' this is too great a compli- 
ment. Johnson answered, * I should have 
thought so, sir, if I had not heard you talk/ 
The General asked him what he thought 
. of the spirit of infidelity which was so pre- 
valent.*— Johnsok* ' Sir, this gloom of 
infidelity, I hope, is only a transient cloud 
paiSsing through the hemisphere, which will 
soon be dissipated, and the sun. break forth 
with his usual splehdour/-- *^ You think 
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then, (said the General,) that. they will 
^^hange their principles like their clothes/ 
«— Johnson. ' Why, sir, if they bestaw no 
more thoi;ight on principles than on .dress, 
it must be so/ The General said, that fa 
great part of the fashionable infidelity was 
owing to a desire of shewing courage* 
Men who have no opportunities of shewing 
it as to things in this, life, take death 
and futurity, as objects on which to display 
it/ -^Johnson. 'That is mighty foolish 
affectation. Fear is.. one of the pa^ions 
of human nature, of which it is impottsible 
ijo, divest ;it. You remember that the 
JSmpenor Charles . V. when he. read upon 
the lomb^stone of a Spanish . qobleman> 
^ U^e Jies ope who liever kaew fear,- 
wittily said, f. Then be never snuflM a 
0cind)e w^th bis Jngers/ 
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^ He talked a few words of French to the 
Gieneral; but finding he did not do it with 
facility, be asked for' pen, ink, and piaper,; 
and wrote the following note : 

^' * J'ai la dans la geographic de Lncas 
de Linda tm Pater-n<>ster icrit dans nne 
langue tout-^-fidt differente de ritalienne, 
et de toutes autres lesquelles se derivent da 
JLatid. L'auteur Tappelle linguam Corsica 
tktiicam : elle a peut^etre pass^, pen k pen ; 
Biais elle a certainement prevalue autrefois 
duns les montagnes et dans la campagne* 
lie xndtne attteur dit la m£me chose en par- 
lam de Sardatgoe^ qu'ily a.deuz langues 
idans risle; nne des villes, Tautre de la 
tempagne/ > 

^ The General immediately informed him 
that the fij^gmt ncstfra was only in Sardinia* 

Pn Johotoa went bovie with me» »nd 
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dridk tea till late in the night. H^ said, 
^ General Paoli had the loftiest port of any 
Man he had ever seen.' '' 



No. VIII. ^ Page 110. 
On recollecting past Times. 

Johnson's reflections on Mrs, Thrale's 
visiting the house \rhere she was born^ 
tinged his mind with gloom : ^* inch plea* 
snres are always melancholy :" there were 
timesy however, when he himself enjoyed 
this retrospective pleasure. '' I would hi^ve 
been glad to go to Hagley, in compliance 
with Mr. Lyttelton's kind invitation, for 
beside the pleasure of his conversation, I 
should have had the opportunity of reeoI<> 
lecting past timesi and wanderingj per 
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fHOntes noios etflumina nota, of recalling the 
images of iixteen, and reviewing my couf? 
yersations with poor Ford. But this year 
will not bring thig gratification within itiy 
power." Jttlyd, 1771. 



JIo. IX*— Page 146. 
On early Printing. 

.Hbe first hook efer printed, witbadate:, 
Uk a Latin Psalter, in black letter ; printed 
by Fust and Schoefferi in Mento; Augqst 
14, 1457. 

The first Latin ClaAsic ever printed, was 
Cicero's Offices, printed in Mentz, 1465. 

The first Greek book that was printed, is. 
Lascaris's Greek Grammar, printed in, 
Milan, January SO, 1476. 



The first Greek Classic that waH pridtedjr 
vras an edition of the Iliad and the Odyssey^ 
printed in Florence^ 1488^ in!2 vols; folia^i.. . 

The first book printed in the English: lai^ 
gnage, is the Ttecwyelt .of the Hutoiyes. pf 
Troye, in 1471; but the first book printed 

in England^ is the Game <f Chesi, in 1474; 

<■ , . • * . . . 

both printed in black letter^ by Cakton. 

Down to the year )4f40^ the UniTenity 
of Oxford bad printed but onecla&sic, which 
was a Book of Tolly's Epistles, printed at 
the expeiise of Cardinal . Wolsey; Cam^ 
bridge had not printed any classic at tbi» 
time. '"•■'■': ''- ' 

' The first Gjfeek book printed in England, 
was the Homilies, printed in 1543/ at the 
expense of Sir John Cbeke; who cfstabtishe^ 
the GredE Lecture at Camliridge. ^ 

J^rom tbe^e facts/ England, withit3 two^ 



splendid Universities^ together with all its 
resources of wealth and learning, was sixty^ 
seven years later than Milan, in adding to 
Greek literature from its own press; and^ 
after Meatz had printed a Latin Classic, 
Oicfbrd followed at the respectful distance 
of seventy-five years. 

That commercial cities on the Continent 
at this »ra should have so far out-stripped 
us in emuhlion, is extraordinary; when, 
in the nineteenth century, to collect the 
scattered frago^ents of early typography, 
without limitation of expense, <and withcfut 
discrimination of their worth, has been 
siifficient to confer distinction on men of the 
first rank and fortune of our time. Upon 
thit subject, the reader may be amused and 
instructed in Mr. D'Israeli's Curiosities of 
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Jiheraiure. An author, from whose varions 
works much pleasure aod information is 
always to be found ; and bis Romance of 
Mejnoun and Leila gives him a place in that 
department of English literature, which is 
not contested by any writer of the present 
day. 



No. X. — Page 148. 

Mr. Cotdsont: Fellow of University College* 
JUs Character designated under the Name 
of Gelidus, in the Rambler^ No. di. 

** Gelidus is a man of great penetration, 
and deep researches^ Having a mind 
naturally formed for the abstruser sciences^ 
be can comprehend intricate combinations 



\ 
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withoat confusion; and being of a temper 
naturally cool and ^qual, he is seldom inters 
rupted by his passions, in the pursuit of the 
longest chain of unexpected consequences4 
He has, therefore, a long time indulged 
hopes, that the solution of some problem^, 
by which the professors of science have 
been hitherto baffled, is reserved for his 
genius and industry. He spends his time 
in the highest room of his house, into 
which none of his family are suffered Un 

enter; and when he comes down to his 
dinner, or his rest, he walks about like a 
stranger, that is there only for a day, with*' 
out any tokens of regard or tendemess.^ 
He has totally divested himself of all human 
sensations ; he has neither eye for beauty, 
nor ear for complaint ; he neither rejoices 
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at the good fortune of bis nearest friend, noi* 
mourns for any public or private calamity; 
Having once received a letter, and given it; 
to his servant to read, he was informed, that 
it was written by bis brother, who, being 
shipwrecked, had swam naked to land; aird 
was destitute of necessaries, in a foreiga 
eonntry. Kaked and destitute! says Geli*^ 
dus ; reach down the last volume of mete» 
orological observations, extract an exact 
account of the wind, and note it carefully id' 
the diary of the weather* 
i ** The family of Gelidus once broke inter 
bis study> to shew him that a. town at a small 
distance was on fire, and in a few. momenta- 
a servant came to tell him, that the flamd 
l>ad caught so tnany houses on both side%' 
that th^ inbcibitaQts were confounded^ and 



began to think of rather escaping with ttieir 
lives, than saving their dwellings. What 
yon tell me, says Gdtdus, is very probable, 
for&re naturally acts in a circle. 

'^ Thas lives this great philosopher, insen* 
iible to every spectacle of distress, and 
nnmoved by the loudest call of social 
nature, for want of considering that men are 
designed for the supco^r and comfort of 
each other; that though there are hours 
which may be laudably spent upon know- 
ledge not immediately useful, yet the first 
attention is due to practical virtpe; and 
that be may be justly driven out from the 
commerce of manl^ind, who has so far 
abstracted himself from the species, as to ^ 
partake neither of 'the joys nor griefs of 
ptbers, but negIe(Hs the endearments of bis 
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wife, and the caresses of bis children, to 
count the drops of raini note the changes of 
the wind; and calculate the eclipses of the 
moons of Jupiter." 



ITINERARY. 



Thai this Work may be rendered more useful^ 
the Editor has subjoined an Itinerary, to 
shew, in one view, the relative Distances of 
the Places mentioned in the Diary, which 
will assist the Reader, and be of service to 
the Tourist. 



At Chester, visit the Cathedral, the 
Castle, the City Walls, and St. John's 
Church. ^' Chester has many curiosities." 



From Chester to Caernarvon, (by Flint,) 

74^ miles« 
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From Chester to Hawarden...* 

Chester. — 4} miles, Bretton, (in 
Flintshire.)— 7i> P^ss Hawarden Cas- 
tle on the left*— 7|, Hawarden. 



Flint 



Hawarden^ — 1)^ New Inn Bridge. 
(A little beyond are the ruins of Eu- 
loe Castle, in a copse about j of a mile 
on the right.)— 2|, Pentre Bridge.— 
4J, Northorp.— 74» Flint. 

At Flint is a Castle, the Countjr 
gaol, and a large smelting-hoose. 



Holywell . 



Flint.— 1 J Kant y Moch. — 2 





7|» 


' 




7i 


15 




■ 


• 




^ 




5i 


20i 







* In the first colonin is tlie distance from the preceding 
town ; and in the second, the distance fyfm the town tnta 
whence the journey commences. 
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Bagillt— d| WaUwine turnpike.— 
5i Holywell. 

At Holywdl, see Wenefrede^g wnll 
and mills, for difieient processes in 
tbe preparation of lead, calamine, 
copper, brass, and cotton. 

About 1| lii. from the town, are 
the ruins of Basingweck Abbey. 

St. Asaph --...^-...... 

Holy well — 1, pass the lead mines. 
— 2), See, on an eminence at a dis- 
tance on the right, a high round 
tower, somewhat like an old wind* 
mill, supposed to have been a Roman 
Pharos. About 7, or 7J, descend 
into the vale of Clwyd. — ^Extensive 
prospect; Denbigh at a distance on 
the left, St. Asaph in front, and 
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Rhyd^lan Castle on the rights 10, 
St. Asaph. 

At l^t. Asaph are the Cathedral-^ 
Bishop's palace — and Deanry.— From 
the top of the Cathedral is an exten- 
sive view along the vale. 

From St. Asaph, Denbigh is 5^, 
and Rhyddlan 3. 

Conwy. (Caernarvonshire.) 

St. Asaph. — 4, on right is Kin- 

mel, the seat of Hughes, 

Esq. — 4|, Llan St. Si6rs, or St. 
George's. — 6|, Abergeley. — 9J, Llan- 
dulas. — 18, FerryHouse*. — 18J 
Conwy. 



18J 



49 



* Post ch^es are kept at this house. 
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' At'Conwfty «« tb^ Q^^^^yiis, 
^awr — aiid poor remains of tbe 
^bbey. 

5} m. Squth of Conway, is Caer 
H^o* the Qmovium of the Romans. 

The tourist HMycMM the imry 
ligaiu, and yitAi 1) IQ* S^cUo^Jop^ 
tnd beyond it GMd9^t two f^kg^nt 
feats of Sir Thomas Mps^, B^it 
ind qot far distant from th^s^ aii 
old Tower, m$d tk^ kw re«AiW»s of 
Diganwy C««tl»» 

Ban gor Ferry 

Conway.-t-Sy tbe mountain Pen- 
9aaen Mawr^ — 7» Lanfair Vecban.— 
$y Ab^fy (a mile and balf from Aber 
b n celebrated waterfall*)-^13i U^i- 
4ygai.-r— 13)^ on tbe ri^ht is Penrbyn, 
die se%t of C<ord Penrbyn. — 15, Ban- 

o 
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^or, ($ee here, the CftthedraL)--l6|| 
]Bangor Ferry. 

: The Inn at Bangor Ferry is a very 
good one. 

CaerQarvoD *•!. — « ..».. 

At Caernarvon are the Castle, and 
ftfts Mawt.— From the rock behind 
the hotel, and from the Eagle Tower, 
are extensive views. 

The distance from Caernarvon to 
the summit of Snowdon, is rather 
more than 12 miles. 

jl a mile south, is Llanbublic, and 
l^ear it the remains of the Roman 
Seguntium. 



Caernarvon, to Llanberis 

Caernarvon. — 2j, Pont RAg. — 4, 
•n right Llanrftg.— 6, end of lower 
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t.ake.<»-*8, Dolbadrne Castle.-^ the 
iromantic vale of Llanberis. ^-^ (near 
Dolbadrne is Oi cataract (Caunant 
Mofor.) — 10, Llanberis. 

On the edge of the upper lake is 
a small copper mine* 

On the left of the village is, the 
lofty mountain, 01yd^t Yfiwr, and at 
the end of the vale a most romandc 
pass. ' 

From Dolbadrne Castle, is an easy 
ascent to the 9uromit of Snowdon, 
only 4j| miles distant. 



From Caernarvon, (in an excursion round 

Anglesea.) 



From Caernarvon to Gwyndy .. 

Caernarvon. — 5 cross the straits 
of Mcnai, at Moel-y-don Feny* — ^5^, 
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t9C 



rrfMSftAKY'. 



^bout a mile to die rif^ is Plis New. 
|rdd, the seat of the Earl of Uxbridge. 
*— 8, Llandalilel. — 11, Llaavtbangel. 
14), LlaogefuL— 20, Gwyndy. 



Hdybead 



Gwyndy. — 3f , Bodedern. — 5, 
Llanyg^nedL ^ S|, enter Holyhead 
^land, — 1^9 Holyhead, 

Amlwch, aboipt ,».;.^^^,.«,^«. 

Ty Mawr, the irni at Amlwch, is a 
amall houses — A mile from Amlwch 
are the Pary's Copper-mines.^ — 2 miles 
east is Llan Elian. 



liJi 
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Beaumaris, about 

At Beaumaris is a castle, built by 
tdwird I. * 

i I mile, fitim Beanmarif is Baron 
^iili the seat of Lord Bulkeky« 
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1 ftiile, »-Fri«n, ihA leat of Sir 
Robert Witliaow, Bart, aitd near H « 
)>Bm, built frpm tbe ruiu of Llaaran 
Abbej. — 3}, Paemnon Prioiy; a6d 
just off the point, FrietthcdaM Ulaai, 
cdebrated ta being iha nmatt of ttie 
apecis of bird called Puffin. 

CaeniarvoQ ».....». — _» 

Cross tbc ferry to Abet, 3} ; i 
go by Bangor. 



m 



From CaernarTon, (in an excntrion tb 

Llanrwst.) 

FfOD) Caernarvon to Capel Ca- 
rig, about ........ ...... 

Caernarvon, — 5J, Llanddtaidoi, 
(near this [^ce isaa aacient fortr4)dM 
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DinaSt'Dinoh-ddwig.)— 13, Lord Penr 
rfayn'ft slate quarries.-^Roinaiitic vale 
of Naht Frangon. — 17J» Uyn Ogwen. 
^—22, Capel Carig. 

Capel Carig stands in a fine moun- 
tainous vale, in which are two lakes. 

Llanrwst, (by Dolwyddelao Cas- 
tle,) 

Capel Carig. — 6^ Dolwyddelan Vil- 
lage.-*-6, Castle. — 12, a cataract on 
the Uugwy, (Khaiadr y WenoL) — 
13, Pont-y-pair. — 13j, Bettws. — 17» 
JJanrwst 

At Llanrwst, see the Church and 
Bridge. 

\ Aiile from the town is Gwydir, 
the ancient seat of the Wynne family. 
; 3 miles north are the poor remains 
of Mienan Abbey.^ 
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Taii*y-bwlch Inn 

LUtirwst.-— 5|, Bettws. — 5, small 
cataract on the Conway. — 6, the t&]\ 
of the Conway, (Ehmadr y Chrmg 
Lh)yd.J^Sf Penmachno. — 18, Ffeth 
tiniog ; and near it, the falls of the 
Cynfael— 19, the Valeof ffestiniog. 
^-20, Tan-y-bwkh-r 



Caernarvon 



,Tan-y-bwlch.— 6i|, Pont-AbergUs- 
ilyn.— a, Beddgelert— 1!2, Llyn Cwe- 
llyn.— 13i, Nant Mill.— 15, Bettws. 
—20, Caernarvon. 
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From Caernarvon (round the remainder of 
North Wales) to Shrewsbury. 



from Caernarvon to Beddgelert, 
Caernarvon. — }, Seguntium and 
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bettw^.— fii, OR the left, Pl^ y N^nt, 
It houle belangbg to Su Robert Wil> 
pams^' Bart. ; aa4 oil tke ri§)Mt « small 
cascale at Kant MU. — 7» LlyD Cwe^ 

f 

« 
|lyD.-^See SftBHrdoil on the lrft« — 

(The tourist wbo wisbei to liiit Uyn 
^ DyWarclien, in which is the Fk>9t- 
;ing Mandy tnust turn to the right soon 
jal^ h^ lia» passed Llyn C^vellyii^- 
12, Bieddgelert 

Fr^m Btdilgderly the distance is 

t i 

1) mile to Pont-A^rglaaslyn, (the 
(Devitfs Briilge.) — 7, to Penmorfa;-r- 
find lOy to Cricciethy where are the 
remains of an old castle. 

The traveller should by all means 
visit the vf^ler near Peddgelert, called 
Gwynant. ]| mile on the left, is 
tplpai £mi^s, the place from whence 
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Kierlii's pixipfaecies were ^livered.-^' 
By Lljjn-y-dinas.— 4J, L4yn Gwynant; 
not far from which, is a lofty cataract, 
trailed Rhaiir y Cwm DyU; ~ ' 

SnowdoQ may be ascended fnHn 
)Beddgelert; the distance to the sum* 
mit is about 6 miles; hot the track 
is much more rugged than that from 
Dolbadam Casite, nearXl^nberis, 

tTan-y-bwlch, (MerioDethshire,). 

Beddgelert -— ' 1 }, Poflt- Aberglfts* 
tlyn. Along the mountain road, 
lyhich is ex^ssively bad for carriages, 
lire several extended proispect$.^-^8 m. 
TaUryMbwlcli. 

' Not far from- the inn, is Tan-y* 
Dwlch; Hally the seat of -r— *-^ Oakley, 
tsq, 
^ Ffestiniog is about S miles distant : 
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near it are the falls of the Cynfael.-— 
The road lays along the vale. 

Harlech 

■ Tan-y-bwlch/— 1, Maentwrog. — 
1 Jy having passed a small bridge, at 

« 

some distance on the left is a cata- 

/ 

fact, (Khaiadr flf4^.— 4, Llyn Tecwyn 

incha.— 5, Llantecwyn.'— 5), Llyn 

Tecwyn isa. — 7, Pont y Crudd. — 10, 

jHarlech. 

; At Harlech are the remains of a 

castle. 

JBarmoiitb........^. 

; Harlech.-^l J, Llanfair. — 2|, Llan- 
bedir. — (Id a field on the rijght, near 

' ! 

i • 

Uanbiedir, are two tall upright stones, 
probably what the British, in formei 
^mes,; called MeiniGwyr, the S^tm^i^ 
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ttfthefferoeb.y^S^^lABndwye* (From 
hence is a road on the left to Cors- 
y-gedol; distant 1} mile, an and* 
ent seat of the Vaugbans, but now 
belonging to Sir Thomas Mostyn, 
Bart.) — 84> Llan Aber.— -10^ Bar- 
mouth. 

There is a charming walk nlong 
the beach on the bank of the river 
"Maw, near Barmouth. 

* 

Barmouth. -^Sjy Glan^y-dwr.— 8, 

. '■ 

Xlanelltid. — 10, Dolgelle. 
', From Dolgelle, it is 1 mile to 
Hengwrt, a seat belonging to the 
Vaughans.^-l|, to Y Vauer, or 
Kemmer Abbey.— 6^ 16 the cataract 
at Dolymelynllyn. — 9, to two others, 
•PistyU y Cain^ and Rhaiadr y Maw- 
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4dach)— Aflcr htviiig visited ihtB^A 
you iqay return, along tnother road, 
|>y thi villsige of Llanfackredd, and 
^ann«y, another seal of the Vaughad 

. Froim Dolgdk, guides may be kad 
(o asctnd the mountain Cader Idris, 

WhoselsummitisabotitS^ miki distant. 

I 

* f • 

Machynlleth .....*. 

\ Dolgelle.-*— 5, Llyn Trigraienyn. — 
^, a ^mall pabHc bouse, (the Blue 
jLion,): from whence a guide may be 
had t0 the summit of Cader Idns« — 
^ mil^s distfuit, see at a ^stsmce Llyn 
jMwyijigiL— ^14, cross the Dovey« — 
ii5, ^^achyillletb• 

J At JMacbplleih b an oM building, 
|n wljich Owen Glendwr is said' to 
save issem&Ud bis parliament^ 
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lilanjrdloeii, <Mbiitgomerj|rsWr«,) 

i Maicbynlfeth. — About half-way, 
luid npar l| mile on the right, is j^ 
Catarajct, called Ffrwd y Fennant, — 
Plinliyimon, visible at a distance on 
the right.— iCross the Severn;— and 
19^ ei^ter I^lanydloes. 

^ewt)own ^ — . 

. Llahydlo^s.— 6|, Llandinam.— 8, 
cross river to Caer Sws, an old Ro- 
|nan station; about a niile distant; — 
fnd return 10, Pen y Stry wad. — 13, 

KewtQwn« 

\ Dolforwyti Castle is 4 miles dis- 
tant;' and li mile on the road to 

^uilth is 9^ cataract, but not worth 

J ' 1 , ". • i . 

^eeingj ; 
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At Montgomeiy see the castle and 
^hurch* 



Wekh Pool 



MoiHgMoeiy, — 7i on the left is 
Fowls Castle.— 9, Welsh Pool. 

Dswestry, (Shropshire,) i, 

Welsh Pool. — 6,1 pass the Breiddin 
Hills on the right. — 9> cross, by a 
ferry, the river Virnwy. — ^9J, Llany- 
inynechd 

At Oswestry, see the Church, St. 
Oswald's Well, and the Mount where 
^he castle stood. 

Wrexham, (Denbighshire,) .... 

Oswestry. — 5 J, Chirk. — (See the 
Church ; the Aqueduct over the vale 
of Ceirioji ; and 2 miles distant. Chirk 
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Cattle^ the seat of Richard Myddel- 
tOD, E8q.)^rView from thence mto 
seventeen different counties.-^8, New 
Bridge. — 10, Ruabon, where, in 1798, 
there ^as a neat small inn building. — 
^From this place, the tourist may visit 
Wynnstay, the seat of Sir Watkin 
Williams Wynne, Bart; and near il, 
l^ant y Bele, where there is a fine 
prospect on the Dee; 5i miles, in 
Overton ; and 9, Bangor.) — 13 J, on 
the right, is Erddig, the seat of Philip 
Vorhe, Esq.T-15, Wrexham, 

See the Church at Wrexham ; and 
In it a beautiful Monument of Mrs. 

■ 

Mary Myddelton. 

. 5| miles from Wrexham is Holt, 

^here are the poor remains of a castle. 

t 

• I 

Mold, (FliQtshire>). ........^.. 
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WrQxbain.-^4|, Cedgid^vr Bjidge« 
5^ Caergurle» near which arc a few 
tcmains of its Castle. — 6, Hope. — 
1 2, Mold. 

; See theCburcb, and the B&yley Hill, 

« 

on which the Castle stood* 
' Ij from Moldy is Rbual, the seal 
of the Griffith family* near which is 
Maes Carmon^ wbere A* D. 448» the 
famous ALtELviA victpry was ob- 
tained by the Britons, over tl^e PicU 
4nd Scots. 

Holy well. «... ^ 

; Mold.—3j, Northop.--*6, Halkin. 
-f-9, Ifolywdi. 



St. Aiapb 



Denbigh, (P«Bbighshire) 
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St. Asaph. — Along the vale of 
Clwyd. — 6, Denbigh. 
See the Castle. 



Ruthin 



Denbigh. — Still along the vale of 
Clwyd. T— 3, Llanrhaidr. (See the 
Church and Well at this place.) — 
S, Ruthin. 

At Ruthin are the remains of a 
castle. 

Llangollea i... « 

r 

Ruthin. — lOj, enter the vale of 
Crucis. — ^11 J, pass the pillar of £1^7 
seg, in a meadow on the left. — 11|, 
on "left Valle Crucis Abbey. — See 
Castell Dinas Brdn, on an eminence 
beyond. 

13|« Llangollen. 



8 



191 



13J 



204i 



910 



ITINERARY. 



Vi^it V^Ue Cfucis Abbey — the 
Pilla^ of E^liseg— and Castell Dinas 
Brdn; the tatter is about a mile £r<Ha 
Llangollen. 

Go rouDjJ the vale of Llangollen, 
(abou^ 10 miles). — Near Pont Cys- 
syllte^ 4 mi^es, see an immense Aque- 
duct, for th^ £Ue8mere canal, over the 
vale. 



Corv^eoy (Merionethshire,) 



Llapgollen. — 3, on opposite bank 
of'the Dee, iee Llandysilio Hall. — 7, 
the place qp which Owen Glyndwr's 
palaci^ stooc}* — 10, Corwen. 

On the kill opposite to the town 
of Corwen, is a great circle of stones 
called Y C^r Wen. 

5| miles, from Corwen, on the road 
to Llanrwsty is Pont y Glyn, where 
there is a fine cascade. 
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Bala , -.-... 

Co#wen,-*-£nter the vale of tdeir- 
neon. — 2J^ Cynwyd, not far from 
whenee is a; cataract, called Rhaiadr 
Cynxpifd.^^, Llandrillo.— 9J, cross 
the Dee, and pass LlanderfeI.~I2, 
Lanvawr,--*13J, Bala, 

Ne4r Balk are the lakes. — TomiMeiir 
y Balk, and another mount Aear the 
town, on which have been British 
forts. 

Go round the Lake, H ihil^s, (not 
in cailriagesi the road will not admit 
it.) — Cross Pont Mwnwglyllyn, aind 
proceed alohg the east side. — 4 miles, 
Llang0wer.-^6J, cross the Turch, and 
see th0 stonds carried by the stream in 
a thuiiderstdrm, in June, 1781. — 7J, 
Uanwchllyn.— (A mile beyond is an 
ancient British fort, called Castel 
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Corndochon.)-^8, on right Caergai 
— 11, Uan y cil. — 12, Bala, 

Llanrhaiadr, (Montgomeryshire,) 

Bala. — I J, Pont Cynwyd. — 2, 
Rhiwedog.— 7, Billter Gerrig.— IGJ. 
Langynog. — 1 5, Llanrhaiadr. 

4J miles distant, is the celebrated 
cataract Pistyll Rhaiadr. 

Shrewsbury 

Llanrhaiadr — 3J, Llangedwin vil- 
lage, and on the left Llangedwirr 
Hall, a seat of Sir Watkin Williami 
Wynne, Bart. — 8, Llan y Blodwel. — 
10, Llanyraynech. — 14, Knockin. — 
18, Nesscliffe. — 22, Montford Bridge. 
— 26, Shrewsbury. 
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ERRATA. 

The note on the Chapel at Oakover« page 16, belongs to 

note i, p^ge 38. 
Page 33, in a note, for " in which it is held/* read " iu 

which they are held." 

■• 06, for wbtruuiv, read w^ruuSv, 

92, at the top of the poge,/<w August 16, read 19* 
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